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FORWARD

Rivers Youth have a lot to contribute in building a progressive and prosperous State for all.
Admittedly, it would be a pipe dream to achieve these lofty state objectives without empowering
and developing the capacities of these youths. It is therefore, widely accepted that a pragmatic
and result-oriented Youth Policy will help us to build and groom the type of youth we want in
Rivers state.

In appreciation of the above ideals, the State Ministry of Youth deemed it mandatory to develop
a youth development policy document. This activity as a matter of fact, is of utmost importance
to this administration. The Rivers State Youth Policy will serve as a template and blueprint to
harness and build the capacity of our youths.

Although, the policy is modeled after the National Youth Policy (2019), our peculiar needs,
environment and challenges informed and necessitated the desire to chart a new policy direction
and re-write the narrative in the interest of Rivers State and its youths. The policy, therefore,
adapted the five strategic national thrust and eleven thematic areas of priority. The key
objectives differ to some degree from the national objectives and strategies owing to the peculiar
needs of the State.

The Rivers State Youth Policy considered many factors before coming up with the clear
classification and categorization of youths. It is very common these days for old folk to delight in
being tagged as youth. For the purpose of this policy youth are regarded as those aged between
15 and 35 years of age. They present the most vibrant, energy and restive segment of the state
population. Youth organizations in Rivers State are classified into: youth led, youth focused, faith-
based, gender-sensitive and ethnic/regional organizations.

It is our belief that this blueprint will help us to develop and build the caliber of youths that we
will be proud of. Their grooming and development must, however, be as provided and
recommended by the United Nation Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and Nigeria National
Youth Development Policy. As a ministry, we assure our teeming youths and stakeholders that
this policy will serve as a guide to all our future engagements.

Ohia Prince Obini
Hon. Commissioner
Ministry for Youth Development, Rivers State.
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Policy Highights

In Rivers state, there is the growing desire and need for the development of the potentials of the
youth. This has increasingly become necessary in view of the upsurge in youth population over
the years. The youth occupy very important position in the transformation and development
process in the State. It is therefore, imperative to harness the energy, drive and potentials of this
segment of the state’s population through meaningful engagements, empowerment and
participation. It is hoped that this policy will serve as a declarative guide and commitment on the
part of Government to explore the productive potentials of our teeming youth; and to make our
young men and women understand the direction of government towards their development.

PolicyVision:

It is our desire to design and promote a youth development framework to secure the future of
our youth through proactive engagements and encouragement of youth’s participation in the
development process of the State.

Mission $atement
To engage all stakeholders in the youth development process and collective task to harness the
abundant potentials of Rivers youth through a progressive and pragmatic policy.

Policy Goal

To create favorable conditions for the promotion of the dignity of Rivers youth, development of
their potentials and ensure their involvement in the overall transformation agenda of the
government of Rivers State.

Target Bpulation

Unlike the National Policy that sets the age bracket of youth between 15 and 29years,The Rivers
States youth policy is targeted at those aged between 15 and 35years. This group represents the
most restive, energetic and vibrant members of the state with limitless talents and energy to
contribute to the development of the state, while setting this group as the policy benchmark,
there are chances of review and redefinition of the target in the nearest future.

Strategic Rrusts

The strategic thrusts or pillars of the State youth policy are modeled after the National Youth
Policy. These pillars are the foundational thrusts that cut across sectors of the developmental
milestones, that will eventually transform and make our Rivers youth transit to self-sustenance
and productive life, in line‘with the vision and mission statement of the policy. These Pillars
include among others:
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1. PRODUCTIVE WORK FORCE AND SUSUTAINABLE ECENG@ABEMENT OF YOUTH:
It is our desire to ensure adequate education and transfer of industry skills to the youths. This
will enable them to be productive and contribute to the development of the State.

2. Health and HealthPromoting Life Style

According to the WHO, health is a complete state of physical, social, mental and spiritual well-
being and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity. The health and overall wellbeing of our
youth cannot be over-emphasized so; the policy is directed towards ensuring not only the
intellectual and entrepreneurial development of the youth but also their health and physical
wellbeing to enable them contribute to the State.

3. Participation, Inclusivenss and Equitable Opportunitie®r Youths:
The policy is driven by the need to ensure the involvement of Rivers Youths in the social,
economic and political advancement of the State.

4, Promotive and Protective Environment for Youth Development:

It is only proper that the creation of an enabling environment for youth development will ensure
and fast track the advancement of Rivers youth as well as guarantees the protection of their right
and humanity.

5. Partnership Building and Effective Collaboration:

The development of the potentials of our youth will be achieved faster through synergy and
involvement of not only the government, community-based organization but the International
Oil Companies, multi-nationals, International development partners, Civil Societies, other
cooperate bodies, and the creation of institutional framework and advance the vision of the State
towards the empowerment of the youth.

POLICY BENCHMARKS/OBJECTIVES:
The policy benchmarks adopted here is as applicable to Rivers State. They are driven by the five
strategic Pillars of the National Youth Policy (2019)

——————————————————————————————————————————
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SIN | STATEGIC POLICY OBJECTIVES
THRUST/PILLAR

1 Productive workforce | A EDUCATION

and Sustainable - Annual Bursary to Rivers Youth in Tertiary
Economic Engagement | Institutions

Youth - Free Education at Primary and Secondary
School Levels.

- Employment and Training of Teachers

A EMPLOYMENT CREATION

- Skill Acquisition Training of Youth in 23 LGAS
- Entrepreneurship Training/ Capacity Building
Programs

- Granting of interest —free loan to young
entrepreneurs

A YOUTH IN AGRICULTURE

- Mobilization/Engagement of Youths in Rivers
Back To Land Programme”

- Engagement of Youth in SONGHAI Farms and
Pilot Projects

- Granting Soft Loans to Young Farms/Farmers
- Encouraging AGRO-BUSINESS( Fish Farming,
Snail Farming ETC) through Training Programs

"

A YOUTH ANICT
-ICT Training, Capacity Building of 50 Youth annually
from each Local Government over the next 4 years

2 Health and Health- - Implement the National standards and minimum
Promoting Lifestyle service packages for adolescents and youth friendly
Health services in Rivers State.
- Implement Primary Health Care under One Roof
policy of the NPHCDA

- Implement the tertiary institutions social health
insurance scheme for Rivers Youths.
- Implementing the Primary , Secondary and Tertiary
Health care delivery for the Youths into a
comprehensive state —wide network

- Implement the free HIV/AIDS tests and
treatment of youth in Rivers State

- Implement free cervical cancer and sickle cell
screening for students in the State

3 Participation, - Create an enabling environment for youth
inclusiveness and development in the 23 Local Government Areas
equitable opportunities | - Increase and build the capacity of the youth for
for all youth grass root mobilization and participation
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- Mobilize and encourage political involvement of
the youth in the transformation process in the State

- Engage the youth in productive and rewarding
activities at the grass-root

- Institute a Reward Scheme for exceptional and
productive youth in each of the 23 LGAs

4 Promotive and -Enact and enforce laws that guarantee equal
Protective Environment | opportunities for all Rivers Youths (Rivers State Youth
for Youth Development | Development Law)

-domesticate and enforce the conventions of the rights
of the child and women

-make and enforce laws to prohibit all forms of abuse,
discrimination and violence on the youth based on
gender

-promote and protect the fundamental human rights
of youth in Rivers State

5 Partnership Building - Encourage the inter-ministerial development of
and Effective the productive capacities of youth.
Collaboration - Establish and strengthen State Youth
Development Technical Working Committee (SYD-
TWC).

- Float a Youth Development and empowerment
fund to attend to the development needs of the youths
in Rivers State

- Encourage youth to engage in certificate
programs in youth development work

- Establish a framework to promote and
strengthen the partnership among youth, non-state
agencies and government in the emancipation process
of the youths

- To initiate and establish a system of
communication, inter-play between youths and the
government of Rivers State

- Establish and inaugurate ‘the State Youth
Council” to show political will and commitment on the
part of government in the pursuit of youth
development.

Adopted from Naional Youth Policy 2019

POLICY IMPLEMENTATION FRAMEWORK

To ensure the implementation of the outlined policy benchmarks and objectives, all hands must
be on deck. The State Government, civil society groups, non-state actors, and international
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institutions and the youth themselves must be integrated in the implementation process. In line
with the core mandate of the Rivers State Ministry of Youth Development, this policy will be
supervised, monitored and its implementation evaluated periodically.
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STRATEGIC THRUST 1: Productive Workforce and Sustainable Economic Engagement of

Priority Areas

IMPLEMENTATION GUIDE

Implementation MDAs

Education, Capacity
Building & Skills
Development

Employment Creation
& Entrepreneurship

Youth in Agriculture

Youth and ICT

A Promote regular payment
of the annual bursary to Rivers
Youth in Tertiary Institutions

A Set aside special fund for
regular training and capacity
building of youth in the 23 LGAS
A Ensure transparency in the
selection of beneficiaries of the
micro-credit scheme

A Promote and sustain the
overseas training of selected
youths from the LGAS in foreign
universities

A Promote and sustain the
involvement of the youths in “
Back to Land” agricultural
program

A Design and execute a
regular system of ICT training of
youth in the 23 local government
areas

A Ministry of Education

A Ministry of Finance

A Ministry of Youth

A Ministry of Agriculture

A Ministry of Information, I.C.T
Division

A Ministry of Employment
Generation & Empowerment

A Micro —Finance Bank (Rivers)
A RSSDA.

A Ministry of Agriculture

A Ministry of Information &

Communication

A

Office of the SSA to

Governor on ICT

STRATEGIC THRUST 2: Health and Health promoting Lifestyle

Thematic Focus

Implementing Guide

Implementing MDAs

Health Services

and advocacy
of sports and healthy exercises
among youths

A Improve health care

higher learning

A Encouraging Rivers Youth
to embrace and cultivate healthy
lifestyle through enlightenment

A Promote the development

delivery to youths in situations of

A Ministry of Health

A Ministry of Information
& Communication

A Ministry of youth and
Ministry of Sports

A Ministry of Education

A Rivers State Primary
Health Care Management Board
A Rivers State Hospital
Management Board

A Rivers State University
Teaching Hospital

A National orientation a

gency (Rivers)

STRATEGIC THRUST 3: Participation , inclusiveness and equitable opportunities for youth

Thematic Area

Implementing Guide

16

Implementing MDAs
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Civic Engagement A Youth Awareness A Ministry of information

programme through workshops & Communication

and seminars A National orientation
Political Inclusion A Mobilize and encourage Agencies(Rivers Chapter)

Rivers Youth to be involved in the | A Ministry of Youth

statewide political process Development

A Engage the youth in A Rivers State Independent

political education and capacity Electoral Commission

building A The NYSC -

A The INEC

STRATEGIC THRUST 4: Ensure Pronastd/protective environment for youth development

Thematic Area Implementing Guide Implementing MDAs
Human Rights and A Initiate and make gender | A Ministry of Justice
Fundamental Freedom of | friendly laws, policies that will A Rivers State House of
Youth protect the rights of Rivers youths | Assembly
A Encourage and promote A Ministry of Information
peace building and other & Communication
initiatives that will ensure A Ministry of Youth
Peace and Security harmon.iou.s existence ?mong Qevelopmept
youths in Rivers State, including A Ministry of Women
Alternative Dispute Resolution. Affairs

A Establish a platform for A The Media,
meaningful engagement of youths
in peace process, security.and
order in Rivers State

A Ministry of Youth
Development
A Nigeria Police

A DSS

A RSVHA

A Local Government
Councils

A Office of the S. Adviser to
H.E on Security

STRATEGIC THRUST 5: Effective Partnership Building and Collaboration in youth developr,

Thematic Focus Implementing Guide Implementing MDAs

Sustainable platform for A Ensuring muilti- sectoral A Ministry of Youth

multi-sectoal involvement and engagement in Development

collaboration youth education, advocacy, A Ministry of education
training and capacity building A NYCN

A Ministry of health
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2. | Capacity for promoting
youth development
Agenda

A Creating platforms for
productive youth engagement in
governance process in Rivers
state.

A Engage the youth in
grassroots mobilization, peace
building and empowerment
process

A
A
A

A

Ministry of information

and communication

NOA (National

orientation Agency

Ministry of Chieftaincy &

Community Affairs

Ministry of Employment

Generation & Empowerment

A Ministry of Agriculture
A Ministry of Justice

A Citizenship & Leadership
Institutions

Adopted from National Youth Polic019)
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INTRODUCTION

CHAPTER 1
Background, Need for RSYP and Policy Context
1.1Background to the Rivers State youth policy

Youth constitute a vital segment of theciety. They represent the future of any country or state.

A state with large youth population has the potentials for greatness if the energy and vibrancy of
the youth are put to proper use. Because of the strategic.position of the youth in Rivers State,
has become increasingly necessary to create a condition for them to develop their capacity to make
meaningful contributions to the development of the State and the country as well. In keeping with
this, the Rivers State Government through the Ministryauth Development intends to design

a youth policy which shall be modeled after the National Youth Policy without undermining the
peculiar policy intends to initiate and implement programs and policies geared towards youth
empowerment, education, advamant and participation in order to ensure equity and cohesion.

The Rivers State youth policy, being a declaration and commitment to priorities is set out to define
and establish clear goals that will'give direction to our teeming youth. The policy ltapéuity

to guide in the development of young people so that they can take their rightful position in the state
building and development processes. The policy clearly spelled out the focus and priorities of the
state towards addressing the myriads of tigpraental challenges in the youth sector. In doing
this, the youth have to be integrated into the process of funding solution to problems that affect
them. The governments, nstate actors, 1.0.Cs, muttiationals, Civil Society Organizations and
internatonal development partners have great part to play in this noble youth development
initiative. It is our conviction that a pragmatic and functional youth policy will address the
problems facing the youth of Rivers state.

1.2 Needfor Rivers State Youth Py

There is the National Youth Policy which originated back to 1981 and has since been reviewed
twice. The last edition was in 20I%e National Youth Policy serves as a template and policy
direction for youth developmeand empowerment in Nigeria. Bilite states as component gart

of the Nigerian federation have peculiar youth needs and issues to contend with. Again, some
environmental, cultural and soeawonomic variables and peculiarities justify the decision to chart

a unique course for youth pojiin Rivers State

On this basis, it has increasingly become necessary to have the Rivers State youth policy which
will deal with the peculiar needs and challenges of the youth. The National Youth Policy will,
however, provide the guide and standard framkviar the State youth policy.

1.3Youth in the Context of Rivers State Youth Policy
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The definitionand categorization of youth has become a very controversial topic over the years.
The United Nation defines youth as those within the age 15 to 24. Also, the African Youth charter
of 2006 defines youth as persons between the ages of 15 and 35. In hgeNational Youth

Policy of 2009 classified those persons between the ages of 18 and 35 as youth. However, based
on current demographic realities and the Labor Act that allows those between the ages of 12 and
16 years to be eligible for apprenticeshiptracts, the 2019, NYP has pegged the youth category
from 15 to 29years. This definition of youth within the Nigerian context does not place any
restriction on redefinition of the categories of youth.

As for Rivers State, in view of our peculiarities sashage of school enrolment and completion,
ethnic diversities, culture and language barriers the youth Policy¢laged thosdetween the

ages of 15 to 3keaars agouth. This is however, subject to review and redefinition as circumstance
permit.

1.4Demography of Youth in Rivers State

The youth in Rivers State constitute a large part of the overall population of Rivers State.
According to the data obtained from the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) and National
Population Commission (NPopC), in 20Bévers State was 5,198,716. Taking a growth rate of
3.5%, Rivers State has a 2016 projected population of 7,303,924 and projected 2020 population of
8,280,753. Itis the & most populated state in Nigeria and has 41% of the entire national
population. Aclear view of the youth population can be obtained from the age distribution table
below:

Table 1.1: Demography of age distribution in Rivers State

Age Distribution Population

0-9 years 1,262,446

10-19 years 1,214, 221

20-29 years 1,036,110

30-39years 681,847

40-49 years 472,846

50-59 years 265,117

60-69 years 149,058

70-79 years 67,059

80+ years 50,012

Source: NBS (2006)
From the table above, the youth constitute mo

belonged to the age grog@-19 years) are 1,262,446 whilel, 036,110 youth belonged to the age
group of 20-39

There argwentythree LGAS in Rivers with Port Harcourt and Ob#fkpo having the largest
chunk of the youth population. Although there are no existing data (statmtiche percentage
allocation of youth population to the local government areas, the population of each Local
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Government can give us some hint on the youth strength of each Local Government. Based on the
National Population census 2016 projection, Riveateshas a population of 7,303,924. The
population of the local government is as represented in the table below.

Table 1.2: Population Distribution by LGA

S/N LOCAL GOVERNMENT POPULATION
1 Port Harcourt 756,600
2 OBIO-AKPOR 649,600
3 OKRIKA 312,300
4 OGU/BOLO 105,800
5 ELEMA 267,200
6 TAI 169,000
7 GOKANA 328,500
8 KHANA 411,500
9 OYIGBO 176,100
10 OPOBO/NKORO 214,700
11 ANDONI 306,200
12 BONNY 302,000
13 DEGEMA 350,500
14 ASARI-TORU 308,800
15 AKUKU-TORU 226,300
16 ABUA-ODUAL 396,800
17 AHOADA WEST 350,200
18 AHOADA EAST 233,700
19 OGBA/EGBEMA/NDONI 398,000
20 EMOHUA 282,500
21 IKWERRE 265,400
22 ETCHE 351,200
23 OMUMA 141,000
TOTAL= 7,303,900

Sources: National Bureau of Statisti(Population projection 20183-21)

There is no doubt that the population of youth in Rivers State has continued to increase; it is,
therefore, a matter of necessity to initiate, plan and implement an-acigmed youth policy to
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mobilize andengage the energies, potentials of these segmenhoé  papalatien dogrive the
process of human and so@oonomic developments in the State. More importantly, there is the
growing desire to ensure that these youths are empowered and givequiredrgaining so that
they do not face a future of uncertainty, gloom and hopelessness.

The government is therefore, upbeat about the empowerment and development of the youth. This
can be achieved through education, entrepreneurial training, capaltdipdpand other forms of
training/skill acquisition.

1. 5Policy Development Process

It is important to admit here that wide consultation and brainstorming is key to the production of
a working paper and policy for youth development in the State. &tes\siuth policy is, therefore,

a product of extensive review of the NYP (2019), robust and extensive interaction involving
directors in the Ministry of Youth, stakeholders in the youth development and social works/ task.
They include line Ministries, Depanents and Agencies; NYCN (Rivers State) & affiliate
organizations, voluntary/social clubs, Community Based Youth Organizations, Civil societies,
faith-based Youth organizations and Youth development partners & the academia etc

Again, seasoned scholamdadevelopment consultants were involved in the process of making
this allencompassing and progressive youth policy for Rivers State

Additionally, there were series of meetings and consultations at\titésterial levels for inputs

and critics,all aimed at producing a pragmatic youth policy, which took into consideration the
peculiar needs and challenges of the State and its youth.

CHAPTER TWO
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Policy Context and Guiding Principle

The Rivers State youth policy is guided by the existing National Youth Policy, (2019) and the
format of presentation was also adopted for ease of application. Also, the-gasddrissues,

health policies and national policy on education provided a roadonahe Rivers youth policy.

These policies offered a general outlook and direction for states within the Nigerian federation.
This means that youth policies for states cannot be a complete departure from the national policy.
Apart from the sectoral paly initiatives outlined above, a number of programmes and policies at
the national level have shaped the form and context of the State Youth policy. These initiatives
includethe vision 20:2020, the national job creation template (ZWI4) the National Sence
Technology and Innovation Policy(STkIthe Economic Recovery and Growth Plan(ERGP) a
Medium Term Plan of Development for 2022020 among others.

At the regional and sutegional level, a number of initiatives, legislation and polices have brought
their weight to bear ~on the Rivers State Yout|
into consideration the provision and outcomes of these regional amdgiabal initiatives in the

course of making the policy. The initiatives and @ek include but not limited to the ECOWAS
Commission Youth Policy, The African Youth Charter, and the Common Wealth Youth Charter

ETC

Al so, at the gl obal |l evel, the statesd youth
and programmes fothe global institution. They include the United Nation Charter which
emphasizes the right of the Youth, the UN World Programme of action for youth, the 1994
International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD), the 2012 Resolution of the UN
onpppul ati"fon and devel opment of adolescents. A
and emphasis on the Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) in view of the fact that most of the
SGD goals affect youth and their development.

2.1 Guiding Principlesand Values

The Rivers State youth policy is driven by certain principles and values which define the

uni queness of the youthsdéd challenges and need

1. Respect for thdiversity,needs and rightsf youth

2. Protection othe fundamental freedomights and privilegesf youth

3. Mobilizing and engaging youth in a state wide consultation and degisding on issues
affecting them

4. Promoting the environment for equal opportunities for youth and involving them in the
development andovernance processes in the State

5. Implementing youth and gender friendly policies and programs

CHAPTER THREE
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VISION, GOAL AND TARGET POPULATION

In Rivers State, there isgrowing desire and need to develop the potentials of youth. This has
increasinty become necessary in view of the upsurge in youth population over the years. The
youth occupy very important position in the transformation and development process in Rivers
State

It is therefore, imperative to harness the energy, drive and potentalgthrmeaningful
engagement, empowerment and participation.

3.1Policy Vision

It is our desire to design and promote a youth development framework to secure the future of the
youth through praactive engagements and encouragement of youth participatiotiein
development process of the state.

3.2Policy Mission

To engage all stakeholders in the youth development process and collective task of harnessing the
abundant potentials of Rivers youth through a progressive and pragmatic policy

3.3Policy Goal

To create favorable conditions for the promotion of the dignity of Rivers youth, development of
their potentials and ensuring their involvement in the overall transformation agenda of the
Government of Rivers State

3.4 Target Population

The State youth policy is targeted at those aged between the ages of 15 and 35 years. This group
represents the most restive, energetic and vibrant members of the State with limitless talents and
energy to contribute to the development of the State.

As erunciated in the NYP, there are three categories of youth the policy targets. They include:

1. Low Risk Youth: These are normal young men and women that will ordinarily grow or transit
to adulthood unhindered with little but appropriate support from thietgo¢hey have no physical
or mental disability and are not vulnerably exposed to health and social risk.

2. Especially vulnerable Youth: These groups of youth have developmental, social, economic,
cultural, political, legal, educational and family chafies that hindered them from attaining their
potentials in life. They include:

a) Youth Not in Education, Employment or Training (NEET) of any form
b) Youth who could not complete formal education in schools ({Otdp)

¢) Youth who because of their regal health challenges and other special needs could not cope
with life challenges

d) Youthsdé that nature does not particularly
are vulnerable to health risk and other forms of social vices:

i. Youth living on the streets;
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ii. Youth living in extreme poverty;

iii. Youth living in slum areas (with rates of crime and access to drugs);
iv. Youth living in disadvantaged communities including rural areas;

V. Youth living in families where there is physical andsexual abuse;
Vi. Internally Displaced Youth;

Vii. Female Youth in environments of high gender inequity;

Viii. Youth working in hazardous occupation

c) Most at risk youth: These are extremists that engaged in social vices that exposes them and the
largersociety to danger. They per took in: Armed conflicts, crime, substance abuse, commercial
sex and religious fanaticism.

To actualize the needs of the various categories as stated above, there is need to put in place specific
strategies in the policy framewothat will eventually address their peculiarities.
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CHAPTER FOUR

THE STRATEGIC THRUSTS OF YOUTH DEVELOPMNT POLICY IN RIVERS
STATE, THEIR THEMATICS FOCUS ES, OBJECTIVES AND STRATEGIES

4.1 Strategic Thrusts

The five key strategic thrusts which are essential for the realization of the ambitious goals of the
National youth development policy are also adopted in the development and domestication of the
SYP in River State. These are:

1. Productive Workforce andbustainable Economic Engagement of Youths in River State

This strategic thrusts of the policy focuses on the development of youths in Rivers state into an
action and productive workforce that would be capable of transforming the economy of the state
andensuring economic sedufficiency / selreliance of every youth in the state. This is expected

to be realized through quality education that is capable of transforming and imparting requisite,
knowledge, skills, right attitude and needed dispositiontheryouths which would in turn make

them productive as well as dependable and efficient workforce in their places of work.

2. Health and Healthpromoting Lifestyle:

I n I'ine with the saying that nheal atpromotng we al t
a healthy lifestyleamong youthsn River State through the inculcation of ethically and morally
accepted behaviors as well as making available quality health services for the youths in River
State.It equally aims at educating youth on hawaccess such services so as to enhance their
physical, mental and social wellbeing in line with the definition of health by World Health
Organization (WHO). This in turn promotes productive and active youths in the state.

3. Participation, Inclusivenessnd Equitable Opportunities for all Youths in the State

This third pillar of the policy is aimed at promoting participatory, inclusive and a level playing
ground for the economic, social and political involvement of youth. It aims at removing barriers
tha hinders equitable distribution of soeconomic and political resources of the state among
youths of the state. This is intended to be realized through the desired civic and political education
of youth as well as other requisite empowerment programgfgdhs.

4. Promotive and Protective Environment for Youth Development

This strategic policy thrust focuses on promoting and protecting the fundamentabfigbtghs

in Rivers State as provided in chapter 4 of 1999 constitution of Nigeria (as amasdedl as

the civic / political, economic and social rights as articulated in the universal declaration of human
rights. It equally aims at ensuring conducive environment where youth can fully realize their
potentials without discrimination, violence use, intimidations, gender or any physical disability.

5. PartnershipBuilding and Effective Collaboration among Stakeholders and other
Development Agencies on Youth Development Policy

This strategic policy thrust is aimed at enhancing sincerb@meist ceoperation and collaboration
among all stakeholders and interested partners in youth development in River State. It equally
aimed at engendering sustainable k#ectoral and muktimensional youth empowerment
structure and programs capable tfacting the most efficient and competent experts that can
enhance the quality of youth empowerment development programs in the state.
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4.2 Strategic Thrusts 1Productive Workforce and Sustainable Economic Engagement of
Youth

The development ofouths with appropriate and quality education coupled with acquisition of
relevant skills will enable our youth to be gainfully employed and be productive as entrepreneurs
and be economically empowered to live a meaningful live and make sustainableutiontsibo

the State.

4. 2.1 Thematid~ocus 1 Education, CapacityBuilding and Skill Development

A. Situational Analysis

Education is the bedrock for any meaningful development. Research has shown that it is the
foremost tool for human capital developmehany nation. However, for this to be so, the quality

of such education must be high. Unfortunately, Nigeria educational system is faced with a lot of
challenges. This cut across all the level of our educational system. Rivers State, being part of the
Nigeria federation is not insulated from the challenges affecting Nigeria educational system.
Specifically, problems ranging from lack of quality and competent teachers, lack of access to
education in public schools by majority of the teaming populationarstidte to poor, inadequate

and dilapidated clag®oms which hinder effective teaching and learning activities in our schools.
The above state of our educational system in the state requires a drastic solution if the thematic
focus 1 of the Youth Developent policy of the State is to be attained.

In Rivers State, we have over 350 public and private secondary schools and about 8 tertiary
institutions but graduates of these schools are not skillful and may not be necessarily needed in the
industries. Therdas, therefore need to 4sructure our educational system to accommodate
practical industrial skill acquisition for our youth. Recent statistics have also shown that the level
of school enrolment is gradually declining. The youths prefer to go intotaedasill afford them

quick and easy money. Unconfirmed sources had estimated that over 22% of Rivers Youth of
tertiary school age are either not in school or engaged in politics, illicit trades such as oil bunkering
and kidnapping of human beings for rams

Table 4.1: Thematic focus 10bjectives (benchmarks) and key Implementing MDAS

Thematic Area | Improve the quality of education and skills training programs

Objectives 1: Improve the quality of education, skill training programs

2: Improve access retention and completion of Youth to education
skill acquisition programs.

3: promote equitable educational opportunities for all youths.

4: Promote lifelong learning among youth.

Lead Ministry Ministry of Education
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Other key MDAs | 1: Ministry of Youth Development
2: Ministry of Information and Communication
3: Office of the Deputy Governor

4: Ministry of Employment Generation and Empowerment.

Adopted from National Youth Policy (2019)

A. Objectives and Strategies
Objective 1. Improve the Quality of Education and Skills Trainingregrams.

There is the urgent need to review the current quality of our educational system in the state. Our
educational system must be repositioned and reshaped toward the educational philosophy of
pragmatism and realism. Specifically, this would require tightening of our educational curricula to
reflect a resutbriented, practical, scientific and technologicdigsed kind of education that is
capable of meeting the needs of our youth. It wouldalguencourage the promotion of
entrepreneurial spirit in our youth as well as the promotion of requisitesekiind mindset that

is capable of engendering industrial revolution in the state.

Strategies

The following strategies are needed to ensuredakzation of objective 1.

) Mandatory overhaul of our educational curricula in the state by relevant Ministries and
educational bodies.

(i) Incorporation of requisite entrepreneurship teachers and industrial training programs into

our teachersd devel opment progr am.

(i)  Promoting and emphasizing the link between our educational system and the economy.

(iv)  Establishment and Promotion of technical andational institutions in the 23 LGAs of
the state and expand the Port Harcourt craft Centre to serve as a hub in line with National
Policy on Technical Education in Nigeria

(V) Promoting teachers training andtraining programs

(vi)  Streaming of the enrolimenf pupils and students into our educational system in the ratio
of 60.40 in favor of scieneeriented subjects and courses in line with the recommendation
of our National policy on Education.

(vii)  Strengthening the qualitgssurance andvaluation department iour various levels of
education in the state

(viii) Ensuring the promotion of quality and regular inspections and supervision of our
educational system.

(ix)  Creating conducive environment for quality teaching and learning activities in our schools
through the prowion of quality learning materials and basic infrastructure.

(x) Enhancing the status of the teaching profession through adequate remuneration of teachers
as well as supporting their professional training antai@ing programs

(xi)  Promoting educational techmgly across the various levels of our educational system in
the state through the building and equipping of ICT centers in our schools and the training
and retraining of teachers to be ICT compliant.
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Objective 2: Improving Access of Youth to Educaticand Skill Training Program

This objective emphasizes the need to enhance the access to education and other training programs
by all youths in the state. It addresses the constraints in the enrollment of our youths in our
educational system, the problem affordable school fees by youths in the state, other
discriminatory policies and institutional or systemic challenges that hinder the optimization of
capacitybuilding of our youths through relevant educational and skill acquisition programs in the
State.

Strategies

The following strategies are needed to ensuring the realization of objective 2:

i. To Conduct state literacy survey to be facilitated by the Ministry of education in the state.

ii. The State government should establish technical colleges andsox@nee oriented primary
and secondary schools in the 3 senatorial zones across the state in line with the educational
needs of the youth.

iii. One vocational training center should be established in each LGA by the state government, in
partnership with D.Cs and other multinationals.

iv. State government should partner with the private sector to ensure that private investors in the
education sector are monitored to prevent undue exploitation.

v. More quality training programs should be rolled out bystlaége government with emphasis on
enriched content and fAspecified simplifiedo
youths in the state.

vi. Government should establish more teaching institutions in the state in line with the given
educatimal needs of the youths in the state.

vii. There is the need for government to subsidize the cost of education in the state. This would
enhance the enrollment and or admission of talented, intelligent, bright but indigent and
valuable youths who may noawe access to education because of their poor background or
certain physical disabilities/deformities.

viii. Establishment of special schools to accommodate youths with special or exceptional natural
endowment or natural disabilities in line with the Magl policy on education in Nigeria.

ix. Establishment of scholarship programs by the state governmentimrigeration of the
existing ones within the available resources of the State.

Objectives 3:Promote Equitable Access to Education Opportunities £l Youths

To address the problem of unequal access to educational opportunities of all youths in the State;
which is occasioned by several factors among which includes unequal family background, rural
urban demarcation and other natural and -made fators; there is the need for specific
interventions of the State government to ensuring that the affected groups are not deprived of their
rights to education. This calls for affirmative action on the part of the State.

Strategies:
The following strategis are needed to ensuring the realization of objectives 3:

i.  The government should sustain thegming free and compulsory Basic education in the state.

ii. Government in collaboration with all the stakeholders in the educational sector in the State
should expad and or increase the establishment of special schools for the disabled and other
vulnerable groups in the state.
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iii. Government should embark on an affirmative action where it will reserve 5% admission quota
into our tertiary institutions to the physicalljallenged youths in the state.

iv. The state should domesticate the Child Right Acts of 2003, making it mandatory for parents
/guidance to make available children/wards for the 9years universal Basic education program
of the state.

v. Establishment of a remedgogram in form of adult and informal Education that will address
the educational needs of youths that did not attain or could not complete their secondary
education.

vi. Establishment of distant learning for children of Migrant fisher men in the State.

vii. Ensuing gender equality at all educational levels in the State.

viii. To recruit and train Social mobilization officers and conduct mass literacy awareness
campaign in the State, using local languages

Objectives 4:Promote Lifelong Learning among Youths

This objective focuses on promoting Lifeng Learning among Rivers youth. It emphasizes on
continuous learning as a way of transmitting and imparting the requisite skills, knowledge, attitude
and disposition that will make the youths in Rivers Statia fib the 2F' century knowledge based
economy.

Strategies:
The following strategies are needed to ensuring the realization of objective 4:

i. The promotion of citizenship education in both formal and informal methods.

ii. The integration of civic and leadership edumainto our school curricula at all levels of our
educational system.

iii. The State government should establish more vocational centers in the State.

iv. Encouragement of iservice and on the job trainings in various public and private
organizations in the State

v. Encouragement of apprenticeship and internship training among youths.

vi. Promotion of Agricultural extension services in our rural areas.

vii. Establishment and equipping of ICT centers in the three senatorial zones of the State.

4.22 Thematic focus Il: Employnent Creation through the diversification of the economy and
the promotion of Entrepreneurship,

A. Situational Analysis

Unemployment, specifically youth unemployment is a time bomb anywhere in the world. It
promotes youth restiveness and other satcas in any society where it occurs.

Statistics shows that youth unemployment has been on the rise in Nigeria, Rivers Sate despite
being home to several Multiational companies, is not free from the bang of youth unemployment.

In fact, the rate of youtbnemployment has maintained a steady rise for more than a decade now
in the State. The impact of this has been so disastrous not only in Rivers State but throughout the
Niger Delta region.

The socieeconomic and political implication of youth unemploymierthe State and in the entire
Niger Delta area has been unimaginable.
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It has led to kidnapping, youth restiveness, armed robbery, oil bunkering among other social vices
in the State.

To address the problem of youth unemployment the state governragpeited to encourage the

di versification of the stateos economy from
development. To maximize the gains of diversification, the government is expected to encourage
the promotion of entrepreneurial skills angghe youths. This would help to ensuring job creation
thereby encouraging their productive engagement of our youths and ensuring poverty reduction in
the state.

Table 4.2 Thematic focus 1lObjectives and Key Implementing MDAs

Thematic Area: | Employment Creation and Entrepreneurship

Objectives Objective 5: Expand Employment opportunities throi
diversification of the economy

Objective 6: increase access of youth entrepreneurs to asse
supportive services

Objective 7: Build Linkages between the industrial sector anc
educational system

Lead MDA 1.Ministry of Budget and Economic planning

2. Ministry of Employment Generation and Empowerment

3. Ministry of Youth Development

Other Key| Ministry of Finance

MDAs Ministry of Chieftaincy & Community Affairs

Ministry of Agriculture

Ministry of Education

Adopted from National Youth Policy (2019)

Objective 5: Expand Employment Opportunities through Diversification of the Economy

The diversification of the Economy has proven to be one of the best strategies of promoting full
employment in any State. It has proverbe effective method of addressing youth unemployment

in any nation. With it as a driving tool, other sectors of the economy are unlocked giving way to
the attainment of full employment in any economy.

Strategies:
The following strategies are needed thoe realization of objective 5:

(i) Government should support agricultural development of the state.

(i) Government should give soft loans to SMES in the state

(i) Government should establish 23 indigdtcenters across the 2&As of the
state

(iv) Government should prudently carry aaveral capital projecishich will help in creating
job for the youths

(v) Government should engage the mubiional companies (MNCS)perating in the state to
reserve certai % of their recruitmemuotas to the youthsf the host community

(vi) The MNCs and other private organipat in the state shoulprovide youths empowerment
progammes as part of the@orporae Social Responsibilities to their host community and
state.
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(vii) Government should explore the ideagficultural extensioservices as a way of promoting
agricdtural development in thstate.

(viii) Government should use the instrumefiiscal policy andnonetary policy to encourage the
industrialization of the state.

(ix) Government should promote tourimdsupport the growth diospitality industries in the
state

(x) Government should encourage fhemation of ceoperative societies in the rural and
urban areas of the state.

(xi) Government should provide the enafblenvironment for busineds thrive by providingy
basic amenities ke good roads, potable watsupply, adequate power supply as wall a
ensuring the security die state.

(xii) Government should supply existingrecultural and educationaksearch institutes in the
state andcencourage them to come awith action research that will boast thgriaultural
and industriatlevelopment of the state.

Objective 6: Increase Access of Youth Entrepreneurs to Financial and Supportive Services

To promote youth enterprise and entrepreneurial spirit among Rivers youth, the government must
strategically initiates policies that will make finance and other services available to Rivers youth
that have demonstrated their entrepreneurial skills over. tim

The state government can set up intervention fund to support such youths. The state can equally
partner with the Rivers State Microfinance Bank, Bank of Industry, other financial institutions and
other private sector institution to ensuring that sumhitlys have access to professional and other
technical services that promote their businesses.

Strategies
The following strategies are needed for the realization of objective 6:

() Government should strengthen the Rivers State Mionsnce bank with the nmalate for
providing soft loans to youths with tested business acumen and entrepreneurial spirit.

(i) Government should provide supportive services to the youths in the state that have
successfully run their businesses with proven results for at least a piefioalyears.

(i) Government should provide financial support to SMEs that are owned by youths from the
state

(iv) Government should enforce local content policy that enhances ingenthityfuthsn the
state

(v) Government should equally grant tax waivers to Shh track record of efficient
management, specifically those owned by the youths from the state.

(vi) Government should partner with the big oil companies operating in the state in the area of
providing professional and managerial services that can boasnhtifepreneurial spirits of
the youths in the state.

(vii) The State House of Assembly should enact business/Xfoettlly laws that can lead to
ease of doing business in the state.

(viii) Government should address the problem of the -turk@n drift by assuring that
entrepreneurial centers are established in all the local governments of the states.

(ix) Massive and adequate soft and hard infrastructures should be provided by the state
throughout the 23 local governments in the state.
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(x) A Youth empowerment fund should be pided to youths with proven and tested
entrepreneurial skill with a condition that such fund will be repaid without interest in the
future.

Objective 7: Building of Linkages between the Industrial Sector and the Educational System

An effective educationaystem is one which is designed to ensure its linkages with the industrial
sector of the economy. This makes it possible for the educational system to produce graduates that
match with the needs of the industrial sector of the nation. This helps tosattrgzoblem of
graduate unemployment in any state as well as ensuring quality education that manifests in the
practical skills and abilities in the products of the educational system.

Strategies
The following strategies are needed for the realizaifarbjective 7:

() Government should ensure the modification of our education curricula in line with the
realities of the state industrial sector.

(i) Government should plan the enrollment/admission process of our educational system and
align it with the industal need of the societies/state.

(i) Government should fmvent the industrial attachment programs of the polytechnics and
ensure that the program is made compulsory for every student in the polytechnics.

(iv) Establishment of vocational-and technical collegeBe23 LGAs should be +femphasized
and strengthened by the state government with a specific direction on what ought to be their
mandates in line with the National Education Policy of Nigeria which specified areas of
differences among different kind of sci®to be set up by the government and their specific
goals.

(v) Government should promote kfeng adult and informal education that rely much on
industrial experiences of the learner.

(vi) Government should increase funding to our research and educationatiorsitn order to
promote Research and Development (R & D) and other action researches which can lead to
practical solution to industrial challenges of the state.

(vii) There should be a synergy between the operators of our educational system and that of the
industrial or organizational managers.

42.3: Thematic focus Ill: Youths in Agriculture

A. Situational Analysis

Prior to the discovery of crude oil i n Niger

economy. It was the major source of foreign eays for the country. During this period, the
majority of the labor forces in Nigeria were absorbed in the agricultural sector. However, with the
discovery of crude oil in commercial quantity in Nigeria and the subsequent exploitation and sale
of crude oiland its allied products, agricultural production in Nigeria took a nosedive. This resulted
to a moneeconomic system of the Nigeria States, where the nation relies wholly on earning from
oil to fund its public expenditure.

The above situation has led tosustainable economic and fiscal planning by successive
regimes/administrations in Nigeria. Its trickle down effects have continued to affect all the states
of the federation and the various aspects of the national economy.

Specifically, the above scemarhas led to high rate of unemployment with its attendant
conseqguences in the states. This has become a worry to political leaders of the State and other
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policy makers. Like other States of the Federation, Rivers State is not speared as the state and its
citizens have continued to witness unemployment occasioned by the abandonment of agricultural
production in the state.

To address the above problem, the state government under the administration of Chief Barrister
NyesomEzenwoWike, has been emphasizing on the need to promote agricultural development in
the state. This is seen as a necessary measure and a clarion call on the youth towards addressing
the problem of unemployment in the state. It equally tallies the diversifigadiacy of the state
governmenta policy that is also seen as a strategy of curving youth unemployment in the state.

B. Objectives, Implementing Framework and Strategies

Table 4.3: Thematic focus Il1Objectives and Key Implementing MDAs

Thematic Area Youth in Agriculture

Objectives Objectives 8: Promote Active Youth involvement in agriculture for fc
security and job creation & social development.

Lead ministry Ministry of Agriculture

Other key| Ministry of Education

ministries/agencies | Ministry of Water Resources & Rural development
Ministry of Commerce & industry

Ministry of Youth Development

Ministry of Social Welfare & Rehabilitation
Ministry of Transport

Ministry of Employment Generation &
Empowerment

Adopted from National Youth Polic{2019)

Objective 8: Promote Active Youth Involvement in Agriculture for State Food Security, Job
Creation and Social Development

In line with solving the problem of unemployment, the state government aims at engaging the
youths in agricultural producins and its allied businesses. This holds the potential of ensuring
food, security, and job creation in the state, as well as the promotion of social development in the
state.

Strategies:
The following are needed for the realization of tHeoBjective:

() The State government should direct the Rivers State NficranceBank to provide soft
loans to encourage agatlied businesses run by youths of the state.

(i) The State Microfinance bank should link YouAgric-entrepreneurs to the mulbillion
Naira CBN MSME fund

(i) Promotion of rural development based on rural agriculture.

(iv) The state Assembly should enact laws that make is possible for the people to use their land
without restriction.

(v) Promotion of agricultural extension services to rural farmers.

(vi) Governmenshould ensure the provision of rural infrastructure and other basic amenities.

(vii) Formation of ceoperative societies by rural farmers.

(viii) The revitalization of the schobto-land agricultural program in the State
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(ix) Government should set up youth Agricultunatubation Centre, Enterprise Development
Centres and Youth Farm Settlement System in the three senatorial zones and 23 LGAs of the
State respectively.

4.2.4 Thematic focus 1V:Youth and ICT
A. Situation Analysis

In a world of globalization driven bynformation and communication Technology, it is
unthinkable, even as it is impracticable for anyone to participate in the global economy without
adequate skills in Information and Communication Technology. This is why it is vital for every
youth in River gate to acquire needed skills in Information and Technology if he or she must be
part of the drivers of the stateds economy.

Indeed, with adequate knowledge of ICT and its essential skills, the youths can use their creative
ideas to productively engagetime economy thereby helping to create jobs and contribute to the
overall economic development of the state.

To attain the above goal, there is the need for government to roll. out empowerment programs that
would ensure that youths in Rivers State are tudyned and equipped with essential skills in ICT
S0 as to enable them to actively and responsively participate in the economy of the state.

This would help the youths to be sedliant and to contribute towards job creation thereby helping
to reduce yotlh unemployment in'the state.

Table 4.4: Thematic focus IV:Youth and ICT (Objectives and key Implementing MDAS)

Thematic Youth.and.ICT
Areas
Objectives | Objective 9: To enhance the production and capacity of youths th
trainings in ICT to create erflgyment

Lead MDA | Office of the SA to.the Governor on ICT

Other « Key| Ministry of Education

MDAs Ministry of Information and Communication

Ministry of Youth Development

Adopted from National Youth Policy (2019)

Objective 9: To enhance the Productive Capacity of the Youths through Training and
Retraining in ICT

To reverse the growing trend in youth unemployment and to address its attendartQomahic

and political effects, the state government must eknbarmassive training and-teining of

youth in the area of ICT. This would help the youths in the state to fully harness the opportunities
that exist in todayodés Global economy that is
and Communicatioitechnology.

Strategies
The following strategies are needed for the realization of objective 9:

()  The state government should establish ICT centers in the 23 LG/Axpadd thexisting
ICT center in the state as a referral hub

(i)  The state government showddhploy and equip ICT professionals and experts to manage
the centers

(i)  The state owned public schools should be fully furnished with functional ICT centers.
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(iv) There is need to incorporate training anetre ai ning in |1 CT as par

Development prgrammes.

(v) Effort should be sustained in making ICT as part of our state educational/school curricula.

(vi) The state government should partner with other stakeholders in making sure that at least 75
85% of Rivers youth are ICT compliant.

(vii) Corporate organizations and or the MNCs in the state should make ICT empowerment
programme a priority, as part of their social cooperate responsibility/ role to host
communities/state.

(viii) The State government should emulate the federal government in ceedtgital economy
by creating a separate Ministry for it or modifying the Ministry of information and
Communicate to accommodate it.

4.3  Strategic Thrust 2: Halthy and health-promoting Life style

Health of the youths tells so much in the analysigooith development index of the State. There

is therefore need to encourage yotigmalthy programmes and activities that will contribute to the
attainment of the highest status of health with respect to prevention, treatment and rehabilitation.
The government willpromoteefforts geared towards activities that will promote yeutiendly

and healtkrelated behaviors and lifestyles

4.3.1: Thematic focus V:Quality Health Services and Healthy Behavior
A. Situational Analysis
There are certain hehlchallenges that youths of the State aredadiéh. These are grouped into:

1. Sexual and Reproductive Health (SRH)

SHR include but not limited to HIV and AIDS, and other Sexually Transmitted infections,
maternalhealth conditions (early pregnancy and teenage motherhood, unsafe abortion, other
maternal morbidity and mortalities; and gentlased violence such as rape, sexual coercion and
female genital mutilation.

The National health and Demographic Survey (20w that there was an increase in the
number of HIV infection in the State, such that Rivers State was ranked first in the country with a
prevalence rate of 15%. Youths agedd 35years accounted for ove?% of total infection. The

result has howeveihanged in th019 NAIIS report. Riverss now3.8% andanked No. 3, after
Akwa-lbom (5.6%) and Benue (4.9%) States, respectively.

2. Mental health and Substance abuse

The incidence and prevalence of mental health cases among the iyotlnta State is alarimg.

This case account for many psychiatric hospital admissions in the State and is mainly attributed to
substance abuse (smoking of Indian hemp, sniffing of hard drugs etc.). This phenomenon has led
to economic hardship in young families and increaséviorce rates in the State

3. Injuries and Violence

The rate of injuries and violence among youths in the state was very high in the years back. This
was attributed to cult clashes and motorcycle and -aubshes leading to fatal and néaial
accidents sonignes due to the bad state of our roads. This has in turn worsen the economic
situation and contributed todareased unemployment rate of yauth
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4, Nutrition

There are disease conditions that are caused or attributed to poor nutrition. Today, eating of
unheaalthy dies in eateries/fast foodutlets is the mainstay among youthyou are not eating in
Kilimanjar o, Mr . Biggs, Chicken Republic or C
guyo who cannot measure up. JFaeeithe obesk/ovhrably s howr
due to the habit of eatingink foods (and this trend is increasing by the day) or getting
malnourished due to undautrition and poverty. Among young girls teenage pregnancy also
contributes to anemia.

Generally, governmemshould encourage the use of public health facilities by youths and promote
youthfriendly health services. This will make youths to atterithics without fear of
stigmatization or rejection.

B. Objectives, Implementing Framework & Srategies

Table 4.5: Thematic focus V:Objectives and Key Implementing MDAs

Thematic Health Services
Areas
Objectives | Objective 10: Improve the quality of youthlated health care services
Objectivell: Improvethe coverage of health care services for youth
Objective 12: Promote appropriate health behavior, including sports
leisuretime activities

Lead MDA | Ministry of Health

Other Key| Ministry of Education

MDAs Ministry of Information and Communication
Ministry of Youth Development

Adopted from National Youth Policy (2019)

Objective 10: Improve the Quality of Youtkrelated Health Care Services in the State

This is a proveffact that quality health services improve the productive capacity of the work force
in any economy. To enhance the productive capacity of the youths in River state requires the
improvement in the heaktare delivery system of the state. This also reqgireater investment

of government on the health sector and the effective monitoring of health care providers (HCP) in
the state. It equally needs specific intervention of the state government from time to time, to
ensuring that such quality health serviaes accessible and affordable by the citizens of the state,
including the youths.

Strategies

() The state government also needs to equip the government owned hospitals with state of the
Art equipment.

(i) Domesticate and develop the adoles@nt youthfriendly health policy in the State and the
implementation of the National Reproductive, Maternal, Newborn, Child and Adolescents
Health (RMNCAH) Quality of Care Strategy

(i) The state government should equally implement its health insurance scheme and where
necessaramend its Act in line with the current realities in the health sector
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(iv) There should be adequate and regular payment of the health care providers/professionals in
the state to ensure their motivation

(v) Government must constantly monitor, supervise and eieahealth care providers under its
service to ensure compliance from their professional and ethical codes

(vi) Government must partner with other stakeholders in the health sector to ensure adequate
investment of funds in the sector which will drive efficieatvice delivery in the sector.

Objective 11:Improving the Coverage of Health Care Services for the Youths in the State

Besides improvement in the health care services of the state, there is an additional
need to ensuring that such health care servicesudhe available in all the 23

LGAs of the state. In this way, youths in various local government areas of the state
can access such services for their quality health

Strategies:
The following strategies are needed for the realization of objective 11:

() Thestate government must ensure that primary health centers are operational and functional
in all the local government areas of the state

(i) The state government should equally renovate and equip the secondary health services and
make thenfunctional inthe 23LGAs of the state

(i) Complete and commission the Zonal hospitals and the Mother and Child Hospital in the
State.

(iv) Construction and maintenance of access roads leading to the state capital which will make
teaching hospitals accessible in terms of health sexvice

(v) Recruitment of adequate Health Care Providers (HCP) and their widespread posting across
the facilities in the state.

(vi) The sustenance of the free amiroviral treatment for youths living with HIV.

(vii) Ensuring periodic immunization exercise across thed&&l government areas of the state
against certain preventable diseases and other viral diseases such as cervical cancer.

Objective 12: Promoting Appropriate Health behaviors, Including engagementsiporting
and other acceptable Leisuf€ime Activities

Most health problems that affect human beings specifically the youths are traceable to risky
behaviors and such ailments can be prevented and avoidable, through a carefully and well
presented orientation program, a balanced mental, physical andapéxercises as well as
appropriate nutritional intakes. These measures have been proven to be effective in ensuring sound
health of the youth which translates into their maximum productivity in the economy of the State.

Strategies:
The followingstrategies are needed for the realization of objective 12

1. The State government should continue to promote schochiotese sports competition in the
State

2. The State government should continue to promote sporting competition among youths in the
Stae.

3. The government should partner with Fdidlised organizations in the State to ensure moral
teaching and impartation of spiritual exercise on the youths
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4. The State orientation agency should partner with health professionals in the State to ensuring
appropriate and adequate orientation and coach

5. The State Government should continue to invest in lerglmged establishments /programs
such as the Port Harcourt Pleasure Park, along Port Hattlbaxpess way.

6. The campaign against HIV/AIDS, cervical cancer, sickle cell disease, hepatitis B and other
deadly but preventable diseases within and outside the school system should be strengthened and
sustained.

7. Special emphasis should be placed on mgiital and ethicabehaviorsof youths specifically
as it relates to their sex life.

8. The State government should intensify its fight against rape, sex related crimes and other gender
based violence against the youth

9. The State government should alswtper with relevant NGOs and WHO towards enhancing
acceptable health behaviors among the youth.

4.4  Strategic Thrust 3: Promotion of Participatory, Inclusive an@qual Opportunities for
all Youths in the State

Participation of youths in the currepblitical dispensation and inclusion of youths in the
developmental process of government is very important for-gmtitical development of youths.

The common adage of ACarry us alongodo by vyout |
encourages eaningful engagement, inclusion and provide equal opportunities and open
interaction between key players in government and youths of the State. This is particularly so for

the less privilege, physically challenged and.vulnerable group for ease of padicipa

community development, politics and governance. There should be a periodic interphase in the
form of nAgquarterly town hal/l meeting with the
Ministry of Youth Development and supported by the Ministtywomen Affairs and Social
Development to ensure the social development of our pragmatic youths

4.4.1 Thematic Focus VI: Civic Engagement
A. Situation Analysis:

Civic/Political engagement of youths in'Rivers State is very key toward participatory amivacl
political and socieeconomic involvement of the youths in the State. Such interactive forum and
political platform is expected to be utilized for the education of the youths on their rights and
responsibility towards the government and the needheir involvement in the politics and
governance of the state.

It enables the youth not only to demand accountability from their elected political leaders but also

to imbibe democratic norms that help them to support the public policies of the state aad whe
necessary, make their inputs. It equally helps the youths to exhibit acceptable social values that
enhance their socieconomic and political interactions with fellow citizens. The end result
becomes political stabi | i tonomica sodial &dq dembcaabcl e d i

di videndso among the citizens of the state.
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B. Objectives, Implementing Framework and Strategies

Table 4.6 Thematic focus VI. Objedives and Key Implementing MDAS

Thematic Area

Civic Engagement

Objectives Objectives 13Strengthen the platform and capacity for youth engage
and participation.
Objective 14: Create platforms and enabling environment for the inclus
marginalized youth
Objective 15: Strengthen intergenerational relationships and solidarity
Lead minigry Ministry of Youth Development

Other key MDAs

Ministry of Sports

Ministry of Social Welfare & Rehabilitation
Ministry of Women Affairs

Ministry of Information & Communication
Ministry of Employment Generation &
Empowerment

Adopted from National Youth Policy (2019)

Objective 13: Strengthening the Platforms for Civic Engagement and Political

Participation of theYouths

Civic engagement of the youth plays a very significant role toward successful transition of the

youth to adulthood. It equally molds the youth towards a responsible performance of their

individual and social roles in the society. Such engagemexppen at both the formal and

informal levels and are carried out by the agents of socialization in the state. These agents include

the family, the school, FBOs, the mass media and the political parties among others.

Strategies:

The following strategies areeeded for the realization of objective 13?

Government should promote the teaching of civic education in our schools with emphasis on

field trip and participatory teaching methods.

Strengthening of youth based, focused, gender sensitiveanchunitybased organizations

(CBOS)

The government should promote grasst and street youth democratic movements.

Promotion of democratic values in our schools.

The government should institute a regular Town hall meeting with the youth at commurigy leve

for a positive interface between the government and the youths.
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vi. The State Ministryof Information and Communication through LGA information officers and
National Orientation Agency should constantly engage the youths
vii. The government should promote thadieing of civic education via the radio and television.
viih. The government Should institute a fAState Yol
exceptional youths in all endeavor.
ix. The government should set aside a minimum of 10% to physically challengeerahlé and
other disadvantaged youths in governance.
X. The political parties should encourage youth registration/membership and also give them
positions of leadership.
xi. Religious organizations should encourage the mentoring of youth and ensure their proper
grooming toward political/leadership role in the society.
xii. NGOs should initiate and support mentoring programmes for the youths in the State, specifically

in the area of leadership/Political roles and responsibility in the society.

Objective 14: Creating Plaforms and Initiating Affirmative Action for the Empowerment of

Marginalized Youths in the State.

To ensure the participation of marginalized and vulnerable youth in the political process of the
State, specific actions.and laws must be initiated by therRiState House of Assembly and see

to its passage and implementation by the executive. Such groups of youth include: those with
disabilities, teenage mothers, youths from the streets and from poor backgrounds, the out of school
youths and.other vulnera@youths. Such affirmative action or laws will serve as commitment and

political will on the part.of Government and a sort of empowerment to the youth.
Strategies:
The following strategies are needed for the realization of objective 14:

i. Government shouldagne up with empowerment programme for the disabled youths and the

most vulnerable among them.

il. Government should initiate an affirmative action to protect such vulnerable youths and ensure
their involvement in the political process and governance of the.Sta

iii. Government should provide economic and social welfare palliatives for such vulnerable youths.

iv. Special scholarship programme should be given to such youths to enhance their education, which
will serve as a stepping stone for their meaningful politiealigpation.

v. Government should develop preventive, rehabilitative andtegration programmes for the

vulnerable youths like the drug addicts, repentant cultists, militants and sex workers.
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Objective 15: Strengthening InterGenerationalRelationships and Solidarity.

Experience, even though it may not be the best method of learning is necessary for youth
mentoring. This requires positive and effective grooming of the younger generation by the older
generation. Political mentoring by role models, eldarly experienced people can go a long way

to helping the youths to overcome certain mistakes as they are mobilized-iatebrated to
perform their civic/political leadership roles and responsibilities in the society. It affords the youth
the opportunityof gaining tremendous political knowledge, skills and disposition necessary for
participation in democratic governance. It equally benefits the political mentor as it provides
platform for helpful services to the mentor. Such hgfenerational political ntercourse,
effectively done will enhance political solidarity and cohesion of the state.

Strategies:
The following strategies are needed for the realization of objective 15:

i) Social learning that depicts sound and positive political mentoring shoul&tderaihe media.

i) The government should encourage community based interactive and mentorship programme
between youths and the older generations.

iii) Political parties should provide informal opportunities where the youth members of the party
can relate positivg with the elderly.

iv) The youths should voluntarily approach any of the older politicians whom they consider as
role model and request for such relationship.

v) Partly Leaders and elected offibelders can endear themselves to the youths through their
excellet performance and exhibition of sound Leadership qualities, thereby naturally

attracting youths for political mentorship.

4.4. 2 Thematic Focus VII: Political I nclusion

A. Situation Analysis:

Political inclusion in any demaocratic political system is adkrsition. This involves the widening

of the political space in a manner that accommodates people from different backgrounds
irrespective of their religious backgrounds sex, age and other subjective disenfranchising factors.
Such a measure enriches thatpl system. It strengthens the democratic political system making

it competitive for all stakeholders.
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In Rivers State, an inclusive political system will afford the youths the opportunity to demonstrate
their Leadership potentials and showcase ta&nts both in the political process and other socio
economic ventures.

Nigeria has a rich political history where many of the foremost nationalists started their political
careers when they were youths. Most of them left impressive marks in the paiisicady of
Nigeria. In the same way, opening the political space for the youths would enable them master
how to climb the political robe in time. However, for this to happen, other limiting factors that
work against the youths must be addressed. Thesedacclude lack of money, lack of political

experience, and low level of education, just to mention a few.

Indeed, removing the barriers that militate against the participation of the youths in the political
process of the state is one of the ways afoenaging the youths to contribute to the secio

economic and political development of the state. This has several benefits that are worthwhile.

B. Objectives, Implementing Framework and Strategies

Table 4.7: Thematicfocus VII: Objectives and key. Implementing MDAs.
Thematic Area Political Inclusion

Objectives Objectives 16: To engage the capacities of youth and yedtlerganizations tc
engage actively with the political processes at all levels.
Objective 17: To foster an enabling environment yfouth engagement with th
political processes at all levels
Lead ministry &| Ministry of Youth Development

Commission Rivers State Independent Electoral Commission (RISIEC)
Other key MDAs &| Ministry of Justice
legislature Ministry of Infermation &Communication

Rivers State House of Assembly
Adopted from National Youth Policy (2019)

Objective 16: Enhancing the Capacities of Youths and Youthed Organizations to Promote

their Active Political Engagement in the Political Processes at all levels.

The youths are critical stakeholders in any democratic political system. They have their potentials
to influence the political process of any State. Howetreere are certain constraints that hinder
their participatory role in politics. Such constraints include limited knowledge, experience, and
lack of money as well as institutional and legal constraints.

To promote the active participation of the youthsthe political process requires their full
empowerment in the forms of capaeiiyu i | di n g, creative economic
as well as granting them legal and institutional support. It equally requires supportindegbuth

organizations andtrengthening such organizations as vital platforms for, the mobilization of the
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youths in the politics of their state. These measures enhance their active participation in the

political process of the state.
Strategies

The following strategies are needed the realization of objective 16:

i)  Government must promote and or support grasts democratic politics.

i) The state government must throw its weight
enacted by the National Assembly.

iii) Political parties shouldeserve some of their Leadership positions for the youth outside the
existing ones.

iv) Strengthening of the capacities of youths for political engagement through training, political
mentorship and promotion of citizenship education.

v) Strengthening the capacitf Youth-Led organizations through professional and technical
support with the view of making such groups harness the potentials of the youths.

vi) Political parties must be willing to recruit youth into elective positions.

vii) Empowerment of young women throufifirancial support and other affirmative measures.

Objective 17: Fostering or Creating an Enabling Environment fBolitical Involvement of the

Youths in Politics at all levels.

To ensure full and active participation of Rivg@uth in the political procesof the State, the
State government and other political actors must provide the enabling environment for inclusive
participation of all the youths in the political processes of the state. This can be through Legal,

regulatory, empowerment and policy measu
Strategies:
The following strategies are needed for the realization of objective 17:

) Advocacy by NGO and other stakeholid®sis ffor
Youngi TorT Run | awo.

if) Advocacy for reservation of 25% seats for the youthbénRivers State House of Assembly
and 23 Local government councils in the states.

i) Political mobilization and education of youth in the state by both the political parties and the
Non-Governmental organization.

iv) Promoting credible, free and fair democraiections in the state.
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v) Ensuring that all forms of political violence and youth restiveness are stopped by addressing
their root causes.

vi) Adequate sanctions against perpetrators of political violence

Strategies Thrust 4: Protection of the Rights of the Yoths and the Promotion of Conducive

Environment for Youth Development

The youths of Rivers State require an environment devoid of abuse, violence and discrimination.
Harassment from security agencies and exploitation must be disallowed if their inertaftent
must be harness for effective and productive engagementfor the good of the State. Any society or
environment that does not recognize the rights and privileges of the youth does not equally want
to promote peace, freedom and safeguard their fundanmemizan rights. When there is violence

and armed conflicts development of the youth is affected. This is why the United Nation recognizes
peace and security as drivers and enablers of youth development in any nation.

4.5.1Thematic focus VIII: Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms of Youth.

A) Situation Analysis:

The fundamental rights of the citizens are guaranteed under section 4 of the 1999 constitution of
Nigeria as amended. The enjoyment of these rights is imperativbefdull realization of the
potentials of every human being. These rights are seen to be in tandem with the four basic freedoms
of man highlighted in the state of the Uniono
Roosevelt,and manyyears ago. fese four freedoms of man are: Freedom of speech and
expression, freedom of worship, freedom from fear and freedom from want. It is believed that
these fundamental human rights and the four aforementioned freedoms of man enable the full
realization of huma potentials while their denial encumbers the growth of human beings.

Despite the universal proclamation of the above rights in 1948 and their domestication in Nigerian
Constitution, the enjoyment of these rights has not been total in Nigeria. Theredeaveertain

cases of violation in form of extjadicial killings by law enforcement agencies, child abuse, and
domestic violence just to mention but a few. The youths have been the major victims of the above
violation of fundamental Human rights and fleens of man.

More efforts are needed on the part of state anestaie actors in order to effectively guarantee

the enjoyment of these rights, especially by the youth. This would help to ensure their full
development thereby leading to their fruitful adimitions in the sockeconomic and political
development of the state.
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In Rivers State, boys are more at the receiving end unlike in the North. The young boys are easily
persuaded to go into apprenticeship instead of pursuing education in order tdigaq &he

rights of young girls are however sometimes also infringed upon as their poor parents easily
succumb to giving them out in marriage or encourage them to go into prostitution.

B) Objectives: Implementing Framework and Strategies.
Table 4.8: Thematic focus VIII: Objectives and Key Implementing MDAs

Thematic Area Human Rights and Fundamental Freedom of Youth

Objectives Objectives 18: Develop and enforce genrslensitive laws and policie
that promote and protect the human rights of all youth.

Lead MDAs Ministry of Justice
Rivers State House of Assembly

Other keyMDAs Ministry of Youth Development

Ministry of Women Affairs

Ministry of Information & Communication
Ministry of Sports

Adopted from National Youth Policy (2039

Objective 18: Developing and Enforcing Gender Sensitive Laws and Policies that Protect
Human Rights of All Youth.

The promotion and protection of human right laws of youth isonmamt towards the agenda of
their development. This is because of the critical roles such rights play towards the smooth
transition of youth into adulthood and their impacts in performance of their adult roles in the
society.

To achieve the above desirgdals, the state government needs to intensity efforts towards the
protection and promotion of human rights of the youth in the state, including gender sensitive
policies that touch on elimination of all forms of abuse, discrimination and violation against

women and young persons.
Strategies:
The following strategies are needed for the realization of objective 18:

i) Sensitization and education of young people on their fundamental rights and basic freedoms.

i) Engaging the youths through mainstream mediasacdil media on values that protect them
from abuse and safeguard their rights.

i) Constant engagement with the law enforcement agencies in the state on the need to respect
the basic rights of youth

iv) Strengthening advocacy on the enforcement of approprgigtaons and policies relating to

the rights of young people living with HIV and youth with disabilities.
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v) Establishing a platform for peaceful engagement of youth with policy makers, law enforcement
agents, and community leaders on how to protect thgses.r

vi) Supporting youtHed and youthfocused organizations in the state with a focus on their roles
towards enhancing the protection of the rights of youth.

4.1.9 Thematic focus IX: Peace and Security

A) Situational Analysis

Development can only be poss&bh a peaceful environment hence, peace and security is a pre
condition for the development of any state. Rivers State, because of its strategic resources and as
part of the Niger Delta Area, has been a hotbed of youth violence in recent past. Smoepten

of the present Administration in the State, efforts have been made to ensuring the peace and
security in the state. These efforts have yielded the desired results as we now see a peaceful and
secured Rivers State. However, there is.need for sestafforts towards ensuring peace and
security of the state. This requires vigilance on the part of the security and law enforcement agents
in the state, constant engagement of youth and the state government on the need for youths in the
state to shun ydh violence and other forms of criminalities. There is also the need for the state
government to explore other soeedonomic measures to address the issues of kidnapping,
cultism, youth restiveness, armed robbery, and other forms of crime that argcuoostiitted by

youth. Such soci@conomic measures together with other crime control measures already put in
place by the state government would ensure a peaceful and secured Rivers State. This would
translate into-economic prosperity of the state anglolitical stability.

B) Objectives. Implementing Framewaork and Strategies

Table 4.9: Thematic focus IX: Objectives and key implementing MDAS.

Thematic Area Peace and Security

Objectives Objectives 19: Protect Youth from direct involvement in armed conf
and the effects of conflict and violence

Lead MDAs Nigeria Police, DSS, NSCDC

Other key MDAs Ministry of Youth Development

Ministry of Information & Communication

Ministry of Justce

Adopted from National
Youth Policy (2019)
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Objective 19: Enlightening the Youths on the Danger of Armed Conflict and other forms of
Criminalities.

Peace building mechanism is part of the strategies of ensuring the peace and security of any state.
Peace education and other peace building mechanisms have been found to be effective tools for
crime prevention in any state. They have proteee effective containment measures against
youth violence and criminal tendencies.

Peace Education can be carried out through the formal and informal methods. In either method,
the idea has been to inculcate the mindset of tolerance and the need @ocecthhlogue and
conflict resolution as tools to resolve social disputes. It equally emphasizes the culture of self
reliance and the need for citizens to desist from all forms of criminality and violent disposition.
Through peace education, the governmmeran address the problems of youth violence, armed

conflicts, cultism, armed robbery, drug abuse and other associated crimes common among youths.
Strategies:
The following strategies are needed for the realization of objective 19:

i) Promoting peace educatian our schools and incorporating it as parts of the curriculum.

i) Educating the youths on the need to embracing peaceful resolution mechanisms as ways of
settling their disputes.

iii) Sensitization of youths on social skills and the importance of positive corcation.

iv) Community engagement of youths on the dangers of violent crimes by relevant NGOS.

v) Enlightenment programmes that emphasizes on inculcating the values of love, honesty, trust,
patience and respect of the rights and genuine interest of other youths.

vi) Promoting the culture of fairness, social justice and Mutual Corporation in the socio

economic and political relationship of youths.

4.6 Strategies Thrust 5: Building Effective Partrghip and Collaboration among

Stakeholders and other DevelopmentPantne i n Yout h Devel opment o

This policy framework has stated that youth development effort is a-facdtied venture that
requires the cooperation, collaboration and partnership between the Ministry of Youth
Development and other stakeholders if the desyeal must be achieved. There is need for
Professionals in various fields of youth development and skills to come together to develop the
youth. This is particularly so if a state have youths not employed, not educated nor trained. This
will drive such youhs to different kinds of social vices and crimes. The policy therefore beckons
on multinationals, IOCs, NGOs and other stakeholders to collaborate with the Ministry in this

respect so as to implement and drive the youth to productive and oeigmited Giture.
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4.6.1 Thematic focus X: Capacity for Promoting Youth Development Agenda
A. Situation Analysis

Youth Development has been the main focus of successive administrations in the State. The target
goal has been on how to make Rivers youth economicaliyeaand productive and soeio
politically vibrant.

In the bid to achieve the above goal, so many youth development programs had been planned and
executed by the Government. In fact, the Ministry of Youth Development was specifically created
for this purpose. The ministry, since its inception in 2008, kadwged several youth development
programs in the State. These programs included youth skills acquisition training in Agriculture,
aguaculture, ICT, construction, welding and fabrication etc. The Ministry also has the mandate of
monitoring, supervising ahevaluating the activities of the Natiofn@uth Council of Nigeria and

other youth organizations in the State.

B. Objectives, Implementing Framework and Strategies
4.10: Thematic focus X: Objectives and Key Implementing MDAs

Adopted from National Youth Policy (2019)

Thematic Area Capacity for promoting Youth Development Agenda

Objectives Objectives 20: Strengthening the capacity of government agencic
promoting youth development agenda

Objective  21. Strengthening professional development
professionalism in youth work.

Objective 22: Strengthening the capacity of yol#&tl organizations fo
youth work

Lead MDAs Ministry of Youth Development

Ministry of Women Affairs

Citizenship & Leadership Training Center, Allu

Other key MDAs Ministry of Information & Communication

National Youth Council of Nigeria (NYCN)
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Objective 20: Strengthening the Capacity of Governmengencies for Promoting Youth
Development Agenda in the State

The goal of the objective is to strengthen government institutions and agencies that will in one way
or the other involve in the implementation of the goals of youth development policy tatidts

is expected that such government agencies will be streamlined and repositioned to enable them
implements this youth development policy in line with its set goals by encouraging a budget line
for youth development agenda. The Ministry of Youth Depment is expected to serve as the
coordinating Ministry and as such would set the templates for the successful implementation of

the new policy.
Strategies:
The following strategies are needed for the realization of objective 20:

The establishment of cadinating mechanisms by the Youth Development Ministry

Annual budgeting for AState Youth Devel opmen
Strengthening of institutional framework for monitoring of the activities of agencies in the
process of implementing the youth development policy.

The youth development Ministry should develop a youth database and ensure its periodic
updates.

Government should develop a strategic partnership with the private sector and other

development partners on the funding of youth development policy in the state.

Objective 21: Encouraging Professional Development and Professionalism in Youth

Development Programmes

It is expected that in the process of implementing the new youth development policy in the state,
efforts should be made to ensuring professionalismpaoi@ssional development of experts that
would drive the youth development programme in the State. The MDAs and other stakeholders,
particularly the academia and training institutions that would be involved in the implementation
of the youth development@gramnes in the State. The Ministry must encourage the professional
development and professionalism of the facilitators of such programmes. The personnel that would
lead the implementation of the program must be fully trained and retrained to enable them

discharge their duties efficiently and effectively. They must strictly adhere to their professional
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codes and display high level of moral discipline if the goals of the youth development policy must

be realized.
Strategies:
The following strategies are eged for the realization of objective 21:

() Government should establish youth development institute for cafiadlting to ensure
service delivery.

(i) The Ministry of youth development should develop periodic capacity building mechanism
to ensure effective picy implementation.

(i) The government should partner with other development partners with the view of accessing
technical and professional supports on the implementation of youth development policy.

(iv) The government should initiate leadership trairpnggrammes to ensure maximum results
on policy implementation.

(v) The Ministry of youth development should set up feedback/monitoring and Evaluation
mechanism to track the inputs of the implementing agents and their challenges.

(vi) The Ministry of youth developnm should also set up evaluation and review processes to
ensure the improvement or correction of slwamings on the part of implementing agents

and personnel.

Objective 22: Strengthening the Capacity of Youtled Organizations for Maximum Results

on Youh Programmes in the State

To achieve the goals of youth development policy in the state, the government should institute
mechanisms to undertake regular assessment of the organizational capacity @é&d/@rttl
youth-focused organizations in the staféhis is to access and revalidate their potential and

capacity for the realization of the goals of the youth development policy of the state.
Strategies
The following strategies are needed for the realization of objective 22:

(i) Government should ensure periodic capacity building programmes/workshops for youth
leaders and youth focused organization.

(i) Government should ensure regular monitoring and revalidation of youth organizations
periodically before approval of youth relatediates.

(i) Government should consider the reinstatement of grants to functional youth focused NGOs
and National Youth Council of Nigeria in the State to enhance the efficiency and

effectiveness of their programmes.
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(iv) Government and other stakeholders shougwize periodic capacHyuilding programmes
for credible youth leaders to boost their capacity and moral and financial support where
necessary.

(v) Government should partner with other development partners in supporting credible and result

oriented youth laders in ensuring their participation in the training of youths across the state.

4.6.2 Thematic focus XI: Sustainable Platforms for Multi-sectoral Collaboration.
A. Situational Analysis:

In the State, the Ministry of Youth Development is the arm of gowent empowered by extant

laws and Government orders to supervise and serve as a leading and coordinating Ministry for all
initiatives that relate to youth development. The Ministry of Yothbrefore serve as a hub to
coordinate all sectors; be it theganized private sector, the meutfiationals, International
development partners, academia and research institutions, IOCs and Civil Society Organizations.
These are sectors that have youth development agenda in their operations. For there to be synergy,
there is need for a coordinating body for sustenance of all inputs and diversity from these
stakeholders.

Several training/skill acquisition programs for our young boys and girls facilitated by foundation
for Partnership Initiative for Niger Delta (PIND) asgonsored by Ford Foundation/Chevron in
the area of aqueulture and ICT, was coordinated by the Ministry of Youth Development. It is
worthwhile to note that several muléiteral and bilateral agencies have contributed to youth
development agenda at tRederal level, but little or no impact is created or felt at the State level.
Agencies such as World Health Organization
(UNICEF), the United Nations Education, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO),The
United Nation Development Programme (UNDP), International Labour Organization (ILO), the
Joint United Nations Programme on HIV and AIDS (UNAIDS) and the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID have neither collaborated with the Ministrgamoied out

any youth development project to the knowledge of the Ministry. In line with their mandate and
the youth policy direction, the Ministry will make special approaches/meetings for their support

and assistance towards youth development in the.Stat

Rivers State is among the oil rich states in Nigeria and there is abundance of companies exploring
oil and gas, and other areas such as construction, the Ministry is empowered by the policy to
explore ways and bring these muiationals to mandatorilgupport and assist in the youth
development efforts of the State government.
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B. Objectives, Implementing Framework and Strategies

Table 4.11: Thematic focus XI:Objectives and key Implementing MDAs

Thematic Area Sustainable Platform for Multi-Sectorial Collaboration

Objectives Objectives 23: Establishing and operationalizing sustainable platforn
multi-sectorial collaboration

Lead MDAs Ministry of Youth Development

Other key MDAs Ministry of Information & Communication

Ministry of Justice, Heallt, Women Affairs and Education
Ministry of Finance
Ministry of Agriculture

Adopted from National Youth Policy (2019)

Objective 23: Establishing and Operationalizing Sustainable Platforms for MultiSectoral

Collaboration.

To realize theoverall goal of the youth Development policy in the state requires effective
partnership and coll aboration among sMulikehol d:
sectoral Youth Development Councd whi ch woul d be madeetheup of
stakeholder groups like the civil society organization, research and academic institutions in the
state, the organized private sector, international development agencies and youth organizations
across the state. To ensure efficiency in the workinthisf group needs effective government

funding of the meetings and operations of the working groups. It equally requires
institutionalization of effective mechanisms, for the monitoring and evaluation of their

programmes and activities.
Strategies
The folowing strategies are needed for the realization of objective 23:

() Adequate funding of the youth programmes/projects/activities through collaboration and
partnership among stakeholders.

(i) Adequate budgetary allocation to agencies involved in the implemeantafioyouth
programmes.

(i) Periodic monitoring and Evalwuation of t he
working Groupo by the Ministry.

(iv) Establishment of a muisectoral Youth Development Council to achieve policy objectives.
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4.7: Summary of the Straegic Thrusts, Thematic Areas and key Objectives
Following the above stated 5 strategic thrusts, a total of 11 thematic areas with 23 linked key
objectives with accompanying implementation framework and benchmarks are enumerated in the

table below:

Summary of Thematic Areas and Policy Objectives

Table: 4.12Summary of Thematic Areaand Policy Objectives

Thematic Focus Objectives

Strategic Thrust 1:
Productive Workforce and Sustainable Economic.Engagement of Youth

1.Education,capacity/bui 1. Improve the quality of Education and skill training programi

ding and skills| 2.Improve access, retention and completion of youth to educ
development and skill acquisitionpprogrammmes
3. Promote equitable access to educational opportunities fi
youth

4. Promote lifdong learning among youth

2. Employment creatiol 5..Expand employment opportunities through diversification of
and entrepreneurship | economy.

6. Increase access of youth entrepreneurs to assessijgpalrtive
services

7.Build Linkages between the industrial sector and the educal
system

3. Youth in Agriculture | 8. Promote active youth involvement in agriculture for state f{
security, job geation, and social justice

4. Youth and ICT 9. Enhance youth capacity and expand the use of ICT to drive
creativity . and productive engagements, employment,
development

Thematic Focus Objectives

Strategic Thrust Il
Health and Health- Promoting Lifestyles

Health Services and 'healtl 10. Improve the services of youtblated health care servic
behavior 11. Improve the coverage of health caeevices for youth
12. Promote appropriate health behavior, including sports
leisuretime activities
Strategic Thrust IlI

Participation, Inclusiveness and Equitable Opportunities for All Youth
6. Civic Engagement 13. Strengthening the platform and capacity for yd
engagement and participation
14. Create platforms and enabling environment for
inclusion of marginalized youth
15. Strengthemtergenerational relationship and solidarity
7. Political Inclusion 16. Enhance the capacities of youth and yoiited
organizations to engage actively with the political proces
all levels
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17. Foster an enabling environment for youth engagel
with the political processes at all levels

Ensure Promotive and Protective Environment for Youth

Strategic Thrust IV

8. Human Rights an
Fundamental Freedom
Youth

18. Develop and enforce genesansitve laws and policie!
that promote and protect the human rights of all youth

9. Peace and Security

19. Protect youth from direct involvement in armed confl

Effective Partnership Building and Collaboration in Youth Development

Strategic Thrust V

10. Capacity for promotin
Youth development Agenda

20. Strengthening the capacity of government agencie
promoting youth development agenda
21. strengthening  professional
professionalism in youth work

22. Strengthening the capacity of yodl organization fol
youth work

development

11. Sustainable platform fq

multi-sectoral collaboration

23. Establishing and operationalizing sustainable platfc
for multi-sectoral collaboration

Adopted fromNYP, 2019
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CHAPTER FIVE

POLICY BENCHMARKS

The policy benchmarks adopted here is as applicable to F3tates. They are driven by the five
strategic thrusts of the National Youth Policy (2019) and are expected to be achieved within the

policy period of 4 years.

Table 5.1: Policy Benchmarks

STRATEGIC POLICY BENCHMARKS

THRUSTS

1. Productive EDUCATION :
workforce and - Annual Bursary to Rivers youth in tertiary institutions within
Sustainable outside Nigeria
Economic - Free Education at primary and secondary levels in the 23 LG
Engagement of the State
Youth - Establish schools for the physically challenged and those

special needs in each of the 3 senatarial zones in the State

- Establish, equip and-employ 100 teachers.in 10 schools for m
fishermen and women from the coastal communities in the
over the next 4 years

- Establish adult/evening school program for young schooldute

- Employment and Training/retraining of 100 teachers per LGA
the next 4 years for our primary and secondary schools in the

-  Entrepreneurship Training/Capacity building Programmes.

EMPLOYMENT CREATION and ENTREPRENEURSHIP

-/ Skills Acquisition Training of 100 youths/LGA in various ski
over the next 4 years

- Create an average of 2000 jobs per year i.e.8000 jobs over
year pdicy period

- Create opportunities for youth entrepreneurs to have access
N25 billion CBN MSME fund in the State.

- Granting of interestree loans to 100 youth entrepreneurs in the
LGAs over the next 4years

- Establish one Incubation Center in Porreburt or Obio/Akpot
and 23 Vocational Training or Enterprise Development Cente
the State over the next 4 years.

YOUTH IN AGRICULTURE

- Mobilization/Engagement of 100 youths/LGA to be intereste
Rivers O0OBack to Land Progr af

- Engagement of youths in SONGHAI Farms and Pilot Projects,

- Granting soft loans to young farmers by creating access to the
bilion CBN MSME fund and fund from Rivers State Mier
Finance Bank for Rivers youth.

- Encouraging Agrebusiness (Fish Farming, Shiaarming, through
training programmes) for youth cooperatives in the 23 LGAs
the next 4 years.

YOUTH AND ICT
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ICT training and equipment installation in 10 public seconc
schools in each of the 23 LGAs,

Capacity building of 50 youths on ICT annlyalrom each loca
government area (approximately 4,600 youths over 4years)
Introduce coaching and mentorship program in the field of IC
support young entrepreneurs in the State.

2. Health and
Health Promoting Life
Style.

Implement the Nationgbtandards and Minimum Service Pack:
for Adolescents and Youtlrriendly health services in Rivers Sta
Introduce YoutHfriendly health services in all the tyy
3/comprehensive PHCs over the next 4 years in the State
Implement the Policy of Primary HellCare Under One Roof i
the State by the end of 2020

Implement the tertiary institutions social health insurance sck
for Rivers youth.

Integrate the primary, secondary and tertiary health care de
for youth into a comprehensive statele network

Implement the free HIV/AIDS, cervical cancer test and treatn
of youths in Rivers state.

Institutionalized the funding of youth health programs in
Ministry of Youth Development

Set up anti drug campaigns committee and encourage phy
educationn our secondary schools

3. Participation,
Inclusiveness an(
equitable opportunitie
for all Youths.

Create an enabling environment for youth development in th
local government areas.
Increase and build the capacity of youths for grasst
mobilization and participation.

Mobilize the Youths and encourage political involvement of
youths in the transformation process in Rivers state.

Engage the youths in productive and rewarding activities a
grass roat

I nstitute a
each 23 LGAs.
Encourage the Involvement/participation and integration
physically challenged and vulnerable youths in the governan
the State.

pexcepticnal and jeradickven@dh

4. Promotive  ang
protective Environmen
for Youth development.

Enact ad enforce laws that guarantee equal opportunities fa
Rivers youth irrespective of physical disability, health statu
background.

Domesticate, ratify and implement the conventions of the Righ
the child and women in Rivers State

Make and enfore laws to prohibit all forms of abuse includi
rape, early marriage, teenage pregnancy, discrimination,
violence on the youth based on gender.

Promote and protect the fundamental human rights of yout
Rivers state.

Encourage the intaninisterial development of the producti
capacitieof youths

Introduce and strengthen school health services in the curricul
all the secondary schools in the State
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5. Partnership - Fl oartoua hit Devel opment an dtoatend

Building Effective to the development needs of youths in Rivers state.

Collaboration. -Institutionali ze tState MudtisSecobal
Youth Devel op(BEYDC) Council o

- Establish a framework to promote and strengthen the graHip
among youths, nostate agencies and the government in
emancipation process of youths.

- To initiate and establish a system of communication inter
between youth and the government of Rivers State.

- Create a platform to encourage vulnerapbeith education an
develop preventive, rehabilitative and reintegration programm
integrate vulnerable youth.

Adopted from NYP (2019)

IMPLEMENTATION FRAMEWORK

It is an indisputable fact that the implementation of the youth developmiry [®oan activity

that brings together ministries, civil societies, 1sbate agencies and international institutions. The

roles, responsibilities, challenges of each arm in the youth development policy implementation
process have to be streamlined fooger assessment. It IS important to state that these bodies
overlap in.different areas of the youthsd i mp
all contribute to .initiate, facilitate and implement policies, programmes aimed at youth

develpment and empowerment in Rivers state.

Rivers State Ministry of Youth Development is the practical organ for supervision,
implementation and oversight of all youth organizations and youth related programs in the State.
These organizations are National YlouCouncil of Nigeria (NYCN) Rivers State and their
affiliates, social clubs, youth led, youth focused and ethnic and regional youth organizations
including CommunityBased Youth Organizations. The Ministry, being the government arm
directly responsible fodriving and coordinating the implementation of this policy in line with its
mandate, partners with other bodies, bilateral and #awéral agencies and MDAs to achieve the
noble goal of youth development in the state. In the course of doing thas, ih $eotion goals

and targets that align with the National Youth Policy (2019).

—————————————————————————————————————————————————
59 State Youth Development Policy 2020



IMPLEMENTATION FRAMEWORK

Rivers State House

of Assembly

The Office of
the Governor

State Youth Development
Council

v

Ministry of Youth
Development

RS
~
~

Agencies &
Parastatals of
SMOY D
NYCN (RIVERS)
1 Community
based
Organization
1 Voluntary

Clubs <

9 Social Clubs

I Ethnic &
Regional Youth
clubs

Citizenship &
Leadership Training

Centre, Aluu

~

\\ Employment

DOMAIN OF
RESPONSIBILITIES

State Policy
Legislative and
Programmed
agenda-setting

Other Line
Ministries

T Min of Information
& Communication

9 Min of women
Affairs

1 Ministry of

Generation &
Empowerment
9 Min. of Health
1  Min. of Budget &

Plannina

Agenda setting
for State Youth
Development

Coordination of
implementation
of Youth policy

Non -Government
Organization

T PIND
1 YEEP
1 Etc.

Tertiary Institution
1 Uniport
1 RSU, etc.
1 Ignatius Ajiru

University
 Meranos Fixgadget

The 23 Local Govt. Councils

The Media

International and Local

Development Partners

Coordination and
oversee the
implementation

of sector -specific
youth related
programmes

Implementation
and monitoring
of policy
implementation
activities

Adopted from NYP (2019)
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6.1 Youth -RelatedOrganizations & Council: Rolesand Responsibilities

6.1.1:The State YouttDevelopmenCouncil (SYDC)

The State Youth Council is an interinisterial council to be chaired by the Deputy Governor of
the State. Membership of this council cut across all line Ministries such as Sports) Wibaies,
agriculture, budget and planning, Finance, Information and Communication, Education, Social and
Rehabilitation, Employment and Empowerment and representative of NYCN in the 23 LGAs.
Multi-lateral and Bilateral Agencies and multi a t i aomgahiesdperating in the State are
also members. The meeting holds quarterly at the instance of the Deputy Governor of the State.

Ministry of Youth Development serves as the coordinating Ministry/ secretariat

Roles and Responsibilities

1. To serve as theighest decision making body for youth development in the State

2. To bring up burning issues with respect to youth development and challenges in the State to
limelight for social discuss

3. To provide a forum for croskertilization and integration of ides/ approaches for Youth

Development in the State.

6.1.2 State Youth Development Technical Working Group (SYETWG)

This group consists of all Key players in youth development: representatives of line ministries,
development partners, NYCN (Rivers Stateyre youth development facilitators in Agriculture,

ICT, and other youth friendly innovators. The supervisors of Youth and Sports of the 23 LGAs, a
representative from the Federal Ministry of Youth and Sports with responsibility for youth
Development aralso members. The chairman of the SYWG is the Honorable Commissioner

of Youth Development. The technical session that will be attended by core youth development
experts wil| be chaired by the Permanent Sec

guarterly meeting at the instance of the Honorable commissioner of Youth Development

State Roles and Responsibilities:

1. To monitor and Evaluate the implementation of Youth Development Policy in the State

2. To drive and coordinate youth development effortthenState and LGAs

3. To define, direct and coordinate the roles of the industry players, the Civil Societies and Non
Governmental Organizations and youth organizations at the State and LGA levels as contained

in State Youth Policy
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4. Serve as a liaison bodetween State, LG Councils and other key implementing partners in all

youth Development matters in the State.
6.1.3 LGA Youth Development Technical Working Committee

This group shall be composed of the LGA youth development officer, the LGA NYCN
Coordinabr, leaders of Voluntary youth organizations and community based youth organizations
with a representative from the State Ministry of Youth Development. Their role will be to ensure
that youth development agenda is brought to the front burner at theglmeainment level.
Additionally, the committee is to monitor and evaluate the implementation of the State Youth
Policy at the local government level.

6.1.4The National Youth Council of Nigeria (NYCN)

The NYCN was establishedgali nr e®@dginiatnidon narnd 9e «
youth body in the country. Has National, Zona
worl d assembly of youth and African Youth Uni
wi t h r ul e snsanbd nrdei gnuglThetNasonah¥ouil @unsil.of Nigeria (NYCN),

Rivers State is the umbrella youth organization in the country, with national body at Abuja. NYCN
partners with the Rivers State Ministries of Youth Development in the developmentofiil

related programmes and activities. They share ideas, processes and solutions to problems
confronting the youths of the state. The MYD should budget and release annual subvention to the
NYCN in the State statutorily. Though the MYD has oversighttione on the NYCN, it is not

expected to control or interfere in its internal affairs. All voluntary youth organizations and groups

are expected to be affiliated to NYCN. In the event that the NYCN that is expected to be
nonpartisan, transparent and acdabfe to the youth of Rivers State derails, the Rivers State
Ministry of youth Development shall create an alternative platform that will give a voice to all

Rivers youth.

Roles of the National Youth Council of Nigeria (Rivers state).
The NY®N ihhnmasr y and some secondary roles and r e

Primary roles and functions:

a . Registration / Coordination of affiliated
b. Supervision/ Oversight role over affiliate
C. Sencdodpe report of all nationally recogni ze
to the MYD.

d. Serve as a mouth piece for all youth organ
Secondary Roles and Responsibilities are:
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a . Mobilize yout hrsanfsori nd evhel cspmaenet. prog
b. Coordinate | ocal, Nati onal and internation

c Partners with the state ministry of Youth Development in matters on national importance
concerning Youth empowerment and development.

d. Serves as ank between the federal ministry and state ministry of youth development.
6.1.5Rivers State Youth Parliamer{t??”Rivers State Youth Leaders Assemply

The RSYP is an affiliate of the Nigeria Youth Parliament which is also an affiliate of the World
Youth Paliament. The RSYP is to be supervised by the Ministry of Youth Development. The
parliament is a replica of the Rivers State House of Assembly with 32 Members representing the
32 consituencies of the State. TlRRSYP provides a platform for strengtheningdaempowering

youth to realize their potentials, be productive,-seliant and compete favorably with youths

from other States in all ramifications.
TheRSYP aims to:

1. Develop and prepare Rivers youth to participate in the democratideisionmaking
processes, especially in matters concerning theirlveatlg and imbibe leadership qualities for
governance and entrepreneurship in the State

2. Direct and reorientate the mindset of the youth for future challenges instead of sociathates

may ruin their future

3. Provide opportunities for crostertilization of ideas and experiences with youth from other

states and regions in the form of peeview education.

The SYP shall work with the State MYD to introduce youth related billsgdrivers State House

of Assembly in order to contribute to youth development in the State. The SYP, will advocate for
full support from the Legislators and adequate funding from the executive arm of Government in
the effective implementation of the Stateuth policy

6. 3 Government Institutions: Roles and Responsibilities
6.3.1 Office of the Deputy Governor:

The office of the Deputy Governor is saddled with the task of taking full responsibility of
convening the quarterly State Youth Council Meeting. The aim is to provide much needed political
will and commitment in order to oil the process of Youth developnmethe State. Liaise and

bring all key sectors and agencies involved in the planning, implementation and evaluation of
youth related programmes and activities with the principle of-seetorial collaboration. It has

to work with a framework and instrtional mechanism for implementation of programs of action
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by different organizations and agencies. It will further tie youth developmdimé toverall State

Development.
6.3.2 The Rivers State Souse of Assembly

The Rivers State House of Assembly sipativide the needed legal foundation for some critical

aspects of the State Youth Policy for it to be passed into law. This will give legal backing to the
policy and will in turn make it mandatory for key industry players to partake in the youth
developmen agenda of the Government. The house <co
State Youth Development billo for deliberatio
law will give the much needed legal backing to the State Youth Policy agdaali t hos r el a
programs and activities in the state, includi.|
House committee on youth should carry out oversight function on the ministry of Youth

Development.

6.4 Ministries and Agencies
6.4.1State Ministry of Youth Development
The State MYD was created in 2008. Its vision, mission and core mandate are stated below:

Ministry Vision:

Develop Rivers youth to achieve their full potentials and be smmmomically responsible
citizens as future leaders darbecome productive assets of the State, irrespective of their
background and living in a safe and secure environment that would optimize their contributions to

State Development.

Ministry Mission Statement

To prepare Rivers Youth for present and futahallenges in order to render selfless service,

responsibility citizenship and effective leadership. These can be achieved by:

1. Adoption and implementation of a comprehensive State Youth Development policy that will
enable them to overcome their limitaticersd contribute to the socgconomic development
of the State;

2. Creation of opportunities for Rivers youth to be involved in decision making process in matters
that affects them, the environment and society irrespective of their ethnic, religioascand
economic background;

3. Initiation of youth leadership programs to develop young and talented leaders in various sectors
of the economy to serve as role models and mentors for others;

4. Provision of entrepreneurship training to enable the youth to owruanalisiness;
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5. Inter-sectorial and mulsectorial collaboration/Partnership with private sectors and other line
ministries to create jobs and income earning opportunities for Rivers youth;
6. Partnership with Civil society Organizations, NGOs, Muattiona$, bilateral agencies and

multi-lateral organizations to train youth on I.C.T, entrepreneurship and value orientation.

Ministry Core mandate:

In summary, the Ministry of Youth Development mobilize, inform, supervise, counsel, educate,
and train Rivers yath to be responsible citizens to themselves and to the society for the greater

good of the State and country at large by:

1. Coordinating all youth related development matters in the State

2. Coordinating the development and implementation of the state yolitk po

3. Responsible for policy formulation and review

4. Design of priority programmes of action, and broad guidelines for youth development in the
State

o

Overseeing the implementation of the SYP in the 23 LGAs of the State
6. Coordinating the efforts of other limeinistries and the private sector in the implementation of

youth development agenda

There are lineMinistries that collaborate with the Ministry of Youth Development to holistically

drive the Youth development process in the State. They include birnitetlto:

6.4.2.Ministry of Educatiori responsible for formal and infimal education/training ofRivers
Youth. The Ministry Wil relate with other majostakeholder and MDASs in carrying out its

responsibilities

6.4.3 Ministry of Healtld in' collaboration with other stakehaid is responsible for the

implementation of all healtirelated issues that affect Riveysuth.

6.4.4Ministry of Women Affairs/Social Developmentsponsible for the implementation of all

issues that relate to young women and girls, and should cdatabsith the State Ministry

of youth Development
6.4.5. Ministry of Information and Communicatienregonsible for the implementation of all

issues pertaining to information dissemination to the youth as contained in the policy
6.4.6.Ministry of Financd responsible for the facilitation of all financial matters/programmes for

youth development and seekapl f or ms for generating fund

Devel opment Fundo in the State
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6.4.7 Ministry of Budget and PlanningRe sponsi bl e to show governm
prioritizing the allocation ofmore funds to youth programmes in the various relevant MDA
to ensure sustainability

6.4.8 Ministry of Agriculture & Rural Developmentresponsible for the implementation of
agricultural programmes that will in turn address the issues of youth unemployment and
restiveness empower them with productive future

6.4.9 Ministry of Justicé responsible for articulating the legal frameworkhe implementation
of the SYP.

6.410Ministry of Employment GeneraticesndEmpowermentresponsible for partnering with the

Youth Ministry for engagement of youths after training and skill acquisition

6. 4.1 Other MDAs

Also, other MDAs and allied tertiary institutions will play vital roles in the planning,
implementation and evaluatiarf the State Youth Development policy and programs in the State.

These offices are:

(@)  Office of the Special Adviser to the Governor on ICT

(b)  The National orientation Agency (NOA) (Rivers state)

(c) Socioeconomic Rights Accountability PROJECT (SERAP)
(d) Civil Liabili ties Organization etc.

6.5 Youth-led NonGovernmental Organization/Civil Society Organizations/ Other Youth
Focused Organizations:

Civil Society groups and NGOs are partners of the State Ministry of youth development and their
contributions to youth devgbment cannot be ov@mphasized. They are important stakeholders

in the implementation of the State Youth Policy. In Rivers state, some of the NGOs and civil
societies include Community Based Youth Organizations, feailed Youth Organizations,
Africa Pea@e Building Network, and Partnership Initiative for Niger Delta (PIND), Center for
Gender and Conflict Studies, CLEEN Foundation etc. They also play important role in the

monitoring and evaluation of the implementation processes.

6.6 I nstitutions ofHigher Learning/Professional Groups:

Institutions of Higher learning in the state include the Rivers State University, Ignatius Ajuru
University of Education,University of Port Harcourt, Ken Sarowiwa Polytechnic and Captain

Elechi Amadi Polytechnic. Others are Rivers State Colege of Health Science and Technology
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Management and Federal College of Technology, Omoku among others. These institutions will
play mapr roles in ensuring that the State Youth Policy is continuously reviewed and relevant to
current realities with respect to youth development. There contributions will immensely add to the
implementation and evaluation of youth policies and programmegy.offex platforms for youth
education, capacity building, workshops and seminars. These institutions should introduce new
programmes and courses in youth work education and training that will lead to the award of
Diploma and Degrees, thus encourage yooitngage in youth work as a profession in the State.
The State Government should also recognize youth work as a legitimate profession and consider

the training, registration and employment of youth workers as cadre in the civil service.
6.7St u d e n t rs Matiodat Wnmn of Rivers State Studen(BlURSS

The NURSS, as a student youth focused voluntary association should serve and provide leadership
training opportunities for Rivers Youth. It should empower and enable Rivers youth to actively
participate irdecisionmaking processes as it relates to the State and in matters that concerns them
as students/future leaders. The union should nurture, galvanized and build our youth to imbibe the
principle of accountability, transparency.and good governance intordentribute positively in

the overall State Development. The NURSS; which is the umbrella student union of all Rivers
indigenes, should have a voice in the decisi@king process and policy implementation and

evaluation at the State and LGA levels

6.8 International Development Partners: Roles and Responsibilities

These are multilateral and Bilateral Agencies, Foundations and International NGOs such as
UNDP, UNFPA, WHO, UNICEF, UN, Global Fund, Clinton Health Access Initiative (CHAI),
among others. Thewill provide technical and financial support to youth development efforts in
the State in line with their core mandate in alliance with the State Youth Policy. They are also to
partake in the coordination meeting of the State Youth Council and help mahitoring of on

field activities in relation to their field of operation.

6.9 Multinational companies, I0Cs and Major Construction Companies Operating in Rivers

State: Roles and Responsibilities

These are the oil and Gas majors, construction gaar<il explorers operating in Rivers State.
They include SPDC, Agip, Tot&lina, Elf, Julius Berger, China Construction Company, Setraco,
Monier Construction Company (MCC)and NLNG among others. As part of their Cooperate Social

Responsibility (CSR), thescompanies will provide training, skill acquisition and employment
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and empowerment opportunities for Rivers youth in the State and communities they operate from
to support the youth development agenda of the State. This support will be coordinated by the
Ministry of Youth Development and will to a large extent curb youth restiveness and agitation by
youth groups in the State.

6.10The Media: Roles and Responsibilities

Print and Electronic Media openagj in the State are very impant stakeholders in the
implementation and monitoring of the State Youth Policy. The Ministry of Youth Development
expect the media to serve as vanguard in the gathering and dissemination of information, education
and enlightenment of the people on youth development programscindies and irturn

evaluatehe state youtpolicy implementatiorusing feedback mechanism.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

Institutional Framework

7. O0Monitoring and Evaluation System

This encompasses monitoring, evaluation and research is strateglu¢wing the objectives of

the youth policy, programmes and activities in the State. Without monitoring, the aim of
government on youth development will be defeated. The state ministry of youth development is
vested with the task of monitoring and evailoiat The monitoring and evaluation effects all the
stages in the policy process. Monitoring will help us track the policy implementation efforts to
assess whether the programmes and activities as enunciated in the policy document is executed or

progressin@s planned.

Evaluation has to be carried out periodically. In Rivers state the youth policy recommends
guarterly evaluation of performance of all youth organizations activities and programmes. This
means that the roles and programmes of all registereth Yanganizations have to be monitored,
evaluated and revalidated. Evaluation process helps to identify the strength and weakness of the
policy, MDAs as well as the level of success of each activity and programme aimed at youth
development. The M & E procesvill involve the development of data tools, indicators and means

of verifications. Thiswill afford the PRSdepartment of the Ministry to have a data base of all
youth development efforts by all stakeholders for purposes of accountability, planniagchese

and records for evidené®dased youth focused programming.

For purposes of timeliness and completeness, data from LGA to State will be reported monthly
while data from State to National will be made quarterly using structured standard reporting
templates. At the LGA level, a report on the policy implementation will be made to the members

of the LGA youth development Technical working committee and same at the State level to the
State Youth Development Technical working Group in each of their htyomind quarterly
meetings respectively. These reports are expected to be shared amongst all the stakeholders in the
youth development industry. A compilation of the quarterly reports 1,2,3 and 4 will be published
annually as theo Sttatien oRi vYae pognss abaiemde® andhe n
recommendations. This will be done as hard and saftfgies to all stakeholders. It will also be

uploaded in the website of the State Ministry of Youth Development

The annual report will form the basis f@searches (operationahplementation and action) and

will enable the Ministry carry out survey on Stateuth Development Index etc.
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